
Record Name: Barningham High Moor. Round cairn at Frankinshaw How. 
SWAAG ID Number: 752 
Recorded Date: 2013-08-28 14:59:27 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Burial Mounds and Cairns 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Record Date: 2013-08-30 
Location: Barningham Moor, High Moor, Frankinshaw How 
Civil Parish: Newsham 
British National Grid: NZ 06107 06682 
Altitude: 438m 
Geology: The Main Limestone 
Description: Round cairn, 9m diameter and approximately .8m in height constructed of sandstone 

boulders which have been taken from the nearby outcrop and or as glacial erratics scattered across the 

limestone moorland. This round cairn is false crested with wide views across the Vale of Mowbray, see 

photo. This low round cairn is a Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age burial mound characteristic of the 

area. Three of the sandstone boulders within this cairn are cup marked (Reference Beckensall and Laurie, 

1998. 'The Prehistoric Rock Art of County Durham, Swaledale and Wensleydale' Durham County 

Books.Pages 46-67).  

This round cairn is very similar in appearance to the low cup and ring marked round cairn located close to 

the Stone Circle at the head of Osmonds Gill some 1100m to the NW.  

These low rock cairns can be expected to contain short stone cists and contracted beaker burials. 
Dimensions: 9m dia and .8m high. 
Additional Notes: The presence of Late Mesolithic Occupation Sites on the Swale-Tees/Greta interfluve 

and of Late Neolithic Occupation Sites and stray lithic finds of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age 

arrow points and scrapers in the vicinity of this cairn and across the area of both Barningham High Moor 

and Barningham Low Moor are indicative of activity in this area throughout Prehistory. 
Last Update: 2013-08-28 

 
Record Number 752 >>> Image 4:  



 
Record Number 752 >>> Image 5:  



 
Record Number 752 >>> Image 6: Stemmed flint arrow point and two small leaf arrow heads from the 

vicinity of the cairn.  The larger of the leaf arrow points shows evidence of an impact fracture.



Record Name: Tor Dike, The Black Dike and Little Whernside. Late evening sun. 
SWAAG ID Number: 753 
Recorded Date: 2013-08-31 17:05:40 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Earthworks 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2010-08-13 
Location: Coverdale Head 
Civil Parish: Carlton Highdale 
British National Grid: SD 988 756 
Altitude: 490m 
Geology: The Main Limestone 
Description: This linear rock cut earthwork located on the watershed between the Rivers Ure and Wharfe 

is considered to have formed the North Eastern Boundary of the kingdom of  Craven with Elmet and 

Catraeth to the east,for further details see Robert White,1997. The Yorkshire Dales. A landscape through 

Time. English Heritage and the YDNP Website: http://www.outofoblivion.org.uk/record.asp?id=496 

Close examination of this earthwork both to the south and north of the unfenced road reveals the presence 

of small enclosures and occasional hut circles both above and below the Dike itself. These small shieling 

type structures are indicative of pastoral activity and meetings between the different communities at the 

boundary. 
Dimensions: The main feature, Tor Dike is 2000m in length. The Black Dike extends to the summit ridge 

between Great and Little Whernside 
Additional Notes: The earthen round barrow located at the extreme northern end of Tor Dike at the point 

where Starbotton Road crosses the watershed indicates much earlier, prehistoric use of this route. 
Last Update: 2014-02-02 

 
Record Number 753 >>> Image 1: Tor Dike and Little Whernside. The much smaller linear ditch (CP 

Boundary) known as The Black Dike can be seen rising to the summit ridge at 675m elevation between 

Great and Little Whernside. 



 
Record Number 753 >>> Image 2:  

 
Record Number 753 >>> Image 3: 



Record Name: Black Mire Dam Leat to the New Smelt Mill. GPS 3D Survey 
SWAAG ID Number: 754 
Recorded Date: 2013-09-05 13:58:07 
Recorded by: Stephen Eastmead 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Industrial Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-01 
Location: Black Mires, Arkengarthdale 
Civil Parish: Arkengarthdale 
British National Grid: NY 992 035 
Altitude: See Map image 
Description: A survey of the Black Mires Dam and its associated leat to the New Smelt Mill was 

undertaken using a ProMark 120 GPS. Post processing was based on OS-Net RICM CORS (Continuously 

Operating Reference Station) data downloaded from  

<a rel="nofollow" href="http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/gps/os-net-rinex-data/" 

target="_blank">here.</a>  

 

 

 

The processed data and map can be downloaded <a rel="nofollow" 

href="http://www.swaag.org/PROMARK 120 SURVEY FILES/ProMark 120 Survey of Black Mire Leat  

September 2013 by Mike Walton and Stephen Eastmead.pdf" target="_blank">here.</a>  

 

 

 

 
Last Update: 2013-09-05 

 
Record Number 754 >>> Image 1: Black Mire Leat - Altitude profile from Black Mire Dam to just above 

the New Smelt Mill. 



 
Record Number 754 >>> Image 2: Black Mires Leat Map showing its path across the chert tramway and 

the teo flues from the Octagonal and New Smelt Mills.



Record Name: The Tor Dike. Eastern section from the unfenced road above Kettlewell to the junction 

with The Black Dike.  
SWAAG ID Number: 755 
Recorded Date: 2013-09-15 10:31:22 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Earthworks 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-13 
Location: Tor Dike, Coverhead. Eastern section from the unfenced road above Kettlewell to the Black 

Dike. 
Civil Parish: Carlton Highdale 
British National Grid: SD 98901 75591 
Altitude: 500m 
Geology: South facing escarpment formed by the outcrop of the Main Limestone. 
Description: This is Part Two* of a photographic record of several visits made to the as yet undated 

impressive linear earthwork known as the Tor Dike. Tor Dike bears visual comparison of scale and 

appearance with the linear earthwork on High Harker Hill recently excavated by SWAAG and now dated 

to (to follow)..... The Tor Dike comprises a rock cut ditch, berm and a very substantial earthen or rock 

rubble bank (the rampart) which has now been extensively quarried for material when building the dry 

stone wall which closely follows Tor Dike at the top edge of the natural limestone escarpment.  

Tor Dike can be characterised by stating that the earthwork takes maximum advantage of the natural 

barrier provided by the sheer scars of the limestone escarpment. However the sheer limestone scars are 

not continuous and in several places the cliff face is masked by glacial till and easy access is possible up a 

steep grass slope to the high moorland above. In other places the 'wall' of limestone cliff are breached at 

several places by spring streamlets. 

However, the linear earthwork is especially strong at these weak points, the ditch is very deep and the 

bank is heightened and especially substantial. 

Tor Dike once thought to have been constructed  as a final Iron Age or Brigantian defence against 

Roman advance, is now considered to have formed the North Eastern Boundary of the kingdom of 

Craven. (Reference: Robert White, 1997. 'English Heritage Book of the Yorkshire Dales' Chapter 4).  
Dimensions: Approximately 2km in length from Top Mere Gate on the Starbotton Road to the junction 

with the Black Dike. 
Additional Notes: * See also SWAAG Database Record Nos 

It is intended to provide a comprehensive photographic record of the 2km length of Tor Dike taken during 

several visits made at different years and times of year under different weather conditions.  
Last Update: 2013-09-15 

 



Record Number 755 >>> Image 1: Moonrise over Whernside with Scots Dike. 

 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 2: Guardian of the Dike. 

 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 3: Tor Dike at SD98901 75591 with entrance causeway through the 

Dike. 



 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 4:  

 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 5: View westward from above the eastern extremity of the Tor Dike and 

junction with The Black Dike 



 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 6: The Black Dike, infilled and not clearly visible here, is assumed to 

follow the line of this modern dry stone wall to rise to the summit ridge of Great Whernside at around 

699m Elevation. 



 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 7: The Black Dike is visible where it rises to cross the skyline and run 

beyond to the summit ridge of Great Whernside. Black Dike formed Township, Parish, Deanery, 

Wapentake and until 1974, the County Boundary (R.F.White 1974). 



 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 8: Terrace like features below the dike and the complex of small 

enclosures and huts which abut the tbank above the Dike are probable shieling type settlements, seasonal 

meetings and markets for the communities of Wharfedale and Coverdale at either side of the Boundary. 

 
Record Number 755 >>> Image 9: The complex of small enclosures and huts which abut the bank above 



the Dike are probable shieling type settlements



Record Name: The Tor Dike. Western section from the unfenced road above Kettlewell to the terminus at 

SD9765 7561 the terminus near the Starbotton Road  
SWAAG ID Number: 756 
Recorded Date: 2013-09-16 15:45:02 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Earthworks 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-13 
Location: Tor Dike, Coverhead. Western section from the unfenced road above Kettlewell to the western 

terminus at SD9765 7561 close to the Starbotton Road 
Civil Parish: Carlton Highdale 
British National Grid: SD 9809 7545 
Altitude: 500m 
Geology: South facing escarpment formed by the outcrop of the Main Limestone. 
Description: This is Part Three* of a photographic record of several visits made to the as yet undated 

impressive linear earthwork known as the Tor Dike. Tor Dike bears visual comparison of scale and 

appearance with the linear earthwork on High Harker Hill recently excavated by SWAAG and now dated 

to (to follow)..... The Tor Dike comprises a rock cut ditch, berm and a very substantial earthen or rock 

rubble bank (the rampart) which has now been extensively quarried for material when building the dry 

stone wall which closely follows Tor Dike at the top edge of the natural limestone escarpment.  

Tor Dike can be characterised by stating that the 2km long earthwork takes maximum advantage of the 

natural barrier provided by the sheer scars of the limestone escarpment. However the sheer limestone 

scars are not continuous and in several places the cliff face is masked by glacial till and easy access is 

possible up a steep grass slope to the high moorland above. In other places the 'wall' of limestone cliff are 

breached at several places by spring streamlets. 

However, the linear earthwork is especially strong at these weak points, the ditch is very deep and the 

bank is heightened and especially substantial. 

Tor Dike once thought to have been constructed  as a final Iron Age or Brigantian defence against 

Roman advance, is now considered to have formed the North Eastern Boundary of the kingdom of 

Craven. (Reference: Robert White, 1997. 'English Heritage Book of the Yorkshire Dales' Chapter 4).  
Dimensions: Approximately 2km in total length from the presumed junction with the Black Dike at 

SD9914752 4 
Additional Notes: The total length of The Tor Dike is approximately 2km from the eastern terminus at the 

presumed junction with the Black Dike at SD9914752 westward to the unfenced road From Carlton in 

Coverdale to Kettlewell in Wharfedale and beyond to the western terminus at SD9765756. The Dike to 

the west of the road is at first a rock cut ditch below a sheer cliff with no visible bank. However for the 

larger part the Dike comprises rock cut ditch and a substantial limestone rubble unfaced bank which has 

been extensively quarried for stone in the construction of the dry stone wall which follows close above 

the limestone scar and the earthwork. 

The most notable feature of this western section is the wide causewayed entrance through the earthwork 

which is protected by a linear bank or 'Titulus' located some 20 m below the ditch and directly below the 

causeway across the ditch. It may be fortuitous that this 'Titulus' like bank resembles the characteristic 

defensive mounds in front of the entrances to Roman Forts.  

A second hollow way trackway penetrates the earthwork but no special defences here indicate that it is a 

later trackway. 

As noted  in the previous record for the eastern section of the Dike, there are small stone banked 

enclosures above and below the Dike which indicate the activity of pasturalists on either side of this 

boundary.  
Last Update: 2013-09-16 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 1: Tor Dike west of the road, view eastward to Whernside  

 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 2: Tor Dike west of the road 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 3: Beware bull ahead. Chance being gored or breaking your neck on the 

other side of the wall. He proved to be friendly. 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 4: Rock cut ditch below the Scar, east of the main casewayed entrance. 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 5: Rock cut ditch below the Scar, east of the main casewayed entrance. 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 6: The main causewayed entrance with titulus like bank 20m downslope 

and directly below the causeway. 

 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 7: Hollow Way track cutting the Dike. 



 
Record Number 756 >>> Image 8: The rock cut ditch and limestone scar close to the western terminus.



Record Name: Bronze-Age Axe Mould 
SWAAG ID Number: 757 
Recorded Date: 2013-09-18 09:11:28 
Recorded by: Stephen Eastmead 
Category: Archaeological Random Find 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 0000-00-00 
Location: Barf End Gunnerside 
Civil Parish: Melbecks 
British National Grid: SD 959 986 
Altitude: 405m AOD 
Description: Found on private land at Barf End, Gunnerside by Pete Roe. It is currently on loan to the 

Countryside Museum at Hawes. 

 

 

The description below is by Richard Watts and the drawing by Peter Reynolds, Yorkshire Dales National 

Park Authority. 

 

 

This is a probable flat-axe mould, most likely dating to the early/mid Bronze Age (based on typological 

similarities). It is composed of a single piece of sandstone, measuring c. 27cm x 19cm x 7cm. The stone is 

fairly smoothly rounded, suggesting it has spent some considerable time in a stream or running water, 

prior to being carved. 

  

The mould carving measures 14cm long, and is approximately 0.75cm deep, though it is less deep at the 

blade end â€“ this is most likely intentional, and would help to produce the cutting edge. It measures 9cm 

wide at the blade end, which narrows to 3cm wide at the haft end. It would have produced flat axes of a 

very simple design, without a hafting socket, strengthening ridges or flanges. The carving remains 

remarkably sharp, though has suffered some slight damage, most likely incurred as the artefact was used 

for walling stone. The base of the mould is not entirely smooth, and would result in the derived axes 

needing some polishing and finishing before they could be used. 

  

The artefact was found at an isolated farmhouse, near Gunnerside, known as Barf End (SD959986). The 

mould weighs approximately 4.25kg, and would therefore have been reasonably portable, though given 

the isolated nature of its provenance, it may not have travelled very far.  
Last Update: 2013-09-18 



 
Record Number 757 >>> Image 1: Bronze Age Axe Mould



Record Name: Some examples of Prehistoric  Rock Art in Galloway and the widespread affinity of cup 

and ring marks with Food Vessel Burials. 
SWAAG ID Number: 758 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-05 19:30:44 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Rock Art 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Record Date: 2013-09-28 
Location: High Banks Farm, Kirkudbright at NX709 489, and other locations in Galloway 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Altitude: 100m-200m 
Geology: Outcropping Silurian shales, grits and greywackes, overlaid generally by glacial deposits. A 

feature of the landscape of Galloway are the many fine drumlins and occasional large granite and other 

erratic boulders. 
Description: This record is intended to introduce the interested general reader to the  wealth of 

prehistoric rock art sites in Galloway with a brief comparison with the rock art of the NE Pennine Fringe. 

Finally, this record will provide a note on the association of the cup and ring motif with Early/Mid Bronze 

Age burials noted by Professor Stuart Piggott in context with the discovery of a fine portable, ie 

free-standing, cup and multiple concentric ring marked stone slab during excavation between the 22 June 

and 2nd July in 1949 of two chambered cairns which overlook the estuary of the River Cree in Galloway, 

namely Cairnholy 1 and 2 and a third cairn, the White Cairn, at Bargrennan located on high ground above 

the upper reaches of the River Cree. The cup and ring marked slab was found propped against the side 

wall of the inner chamber of Cairnholy 1, one of two adjacent Neolithic  Chambered Tombs located on 

elevated ground overlooking Wigtown Bay and the Cree Estuary. The cup and ring marked slab was 

found in the cist-like inner chamber of this tomb together with sherds of Early Bronze Age 'Food Vessel' 

pottery associated with a later burial inserted through the side wall of the Chamber which had previously 

been closed.  For a full account of this excavation, I refer the reader to Stuart Piggott, 1949. 'The 

Excavation of Three Neolithic Chambered Tombs in Galloway.' Proceedings of the Society of 

Antiquaries of Scotland 1948-1949. 

This cup and ring marked slab was the first such carved stone to be located in situ within a cist like 

chamber in association with Food Vessel pottery of early-mid Bronze Age Date and thus demonstrating 

that the cup and ring motif was associated with ideas of life and death at that time. 

For comparative purposes,I have included several images of cup and ring rock art from Gayles Moor and 

from elsewhere in Teesdale,from Skelton Moor in Swaledale and from the reduced round cairn on the 

summit of Addlebrough above Bainbridge in Wensleydale.  
Additional Notes: For a comprehensive survey and account of the Rock Art of Galloway, see Ronald 

W.B. Morris, 1979. 'The Prehistoric Rock Art of Galloway and the Isle of Man.' Batsford. 

I have very pleasant memories of several days in the late 1970's field walking in Teesdale visiting the cup 

and ring sites and other prehistoric sites on Barningham Moor and on the Feldom Army Ranges (Gayles 

Moor) in company with Ronald Morris, Archie Thom and Stan Beckensall. All three were not 

professional archaeologists and were each driven by an intense interest in the prehistoric record. 

Ronald Morris, a successful and well known Glasgow Solicitor, Archie Thom was Professor of 

Engineering at the University of Glascow. Archie Thom actively continued the life work of his famous 

father Alexander Thom in accurately surveying all the Stone Circles of the British Isles in pursuit of their 

astronomical meanings.  Stan Beckensall was at this time a retired Head School Master and actively 

engaged in the recognition, survey and recording of the rock art of Northumberland and elsewhere across 

northern England. 
Last Update: 2013-10-07 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 1: High Banks Farm. A large cup and multiple ring figure. Multiple ring 

figures of up to six rings and an isolated spiral of nine turns are a characteristic feature of the cup and ring 

tradition of Galloway. In contrast the maximum number of rings in Teesdale and Swaledale does not 

exceed 3 rings. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 2: Ronald W.B. Morris, 1979. Front Cover: High Banks Farm Site 1. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 3: The Cauldside Burn Spiral. This six turn spiral marking is located on 

the lower slope of Cambret Hill on the northern side of Cauldside Burn and some 400m north of the 

Cauldside Burn Monument complex comprising a large 18m dia round cairn with an adjacent stone circle 

and ring cairn 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 4: Detail of last. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 5: The round cairn and adjacent stone circle south of the Cauldside Burn. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 6: Drumtroddan Farm Site 2. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 7: Drumtroddan Farm Site 2. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 8: Drumtroddan Farm Site 2. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 9: Drumtroddan Farm Site 2. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 10: Drumtroddan Farm Site 3, the large figure. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 11: Drumtroddan Farm Site 3. The largest figure. Central cup and five 

complete rings, 71cm diameter 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 12: Dromtroddan Farm. Standing stone, the only stone sremaining of an 

alignment, Fallen stones visible within the fenced enclosure. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 13: Cairnholy 1 Chambered Cairn. The faÃ§ade and central passage 

between two portal stones as it is seen today. Before excavation the forecourt and entrance to the faÃ§ade 

was blocked by massive stone cairn material. The cup and ring stone was inserted into the chamber by 

removing stonework from the side of the chamber 

 



Record Number 758 >>> Image 14: The main body of the cairn was measured to be 140ft in length. The 

retaining stones and the base of the cairn survive. The remainder of the cairn has been quarried away. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 15: The chamber, passage and faÃ§ade. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 16: The cup and six concentric ring marked slab photographed as 

discovered within the Chamber. Stuart Piggott and T.G.E. Powell 1949, Plate XXVIII 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 17: The cup and ring marked slab may have been made specifically for 

the later food vessel burial or alternately it may have been quarried from an existing cup and ring marked 



outcrop and carried to the chamber. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 18: The chamber during excavation. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 19: Distribution of Rock Art Sites on the NE Pennine Frings showing 

cup marked round cairns of Food Vessel Character. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 20: Rock art in Teesdale Leaflet for the Exhibition held at the Bowes 

Museum 1993.Front. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 21: Rock art in Teesdale Leaflet for the Exhibition held at the Bowes 

Museum 1993.Rear. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 22: The Gainford Cist Cover, drawing by Sandy Morris for the Bowes 

Museum.. This is how cup and ring marked rocks should be drawn. Drawings based on rubbings cannot 

do justice to anything described as 'Art'. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 23: Gayles Moor. Detail of CR marked rock Surface. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 24: Gayles Moor. CR Rock Site 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 25: Gayles Moor Cup marked rock at eastern periphery of the area of 

rock carvings. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 26: Teesdale. Cup and ring marked rock at 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 27: Swaledale. Cock How. Boulder with cups and groove only. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 28: Wensleydale, Addlebrough. Three cup and ring marked rocks are 

incorporated within the body of the summit cairn. 

 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 29: Wensleydale, Addlebrough. Three cup and ring marked rocks are 

incorporated within the body of the summit cairn. 



 
Record Number 758 >>> Image 30: Barningham High Moor. Kite shaped arrow point found at Eel Hill 

within the area of cup and ring marked rocks.



Record Name: Some Galloway Stone Circles 1. The Torhouskie Stone Circle. 
SWAAG ID Number: 759 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-12 14:45:19 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-29 
Location: Galloway, Wigtownshire,Torhouse NX383565, 30m OD. 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Altitude: 30m 
Geology: All the stones of the Torhouskie Stone Circle are of local granite erratic boulders brought to the 

site which is approximately 1km east of and within sight of the River Bladnoch . The landscape of the 

valley of the River Bladnoch is characterised by many beautiful drumlins. 
Description: This fine stone ring (in State Care, by the roadside within a protective fence)is well worth a 

visit and has been surveyed by Alexander and Archie Thom who interpret it as a  flattened circle and 

they conclude that the three stone outliers located about 140m to the ENE are probably solstitial.  

The stone ring surrounds a ring cairn and central three megalithic stone setting. A similar stone setting 

and probable cairn is located in a pasture at the other side of the road, 140m to the ENE. 

Reference: 

A & A.S. Thom, 1980. 'Megalithic Rings'. BAR British Series 81 
Additional Notes: It may be mentioned that the only instance of a flattened circle in nature is the one day 

old moon. 

The frequent occurance within the comprehensive and very large body of accurately surveyed stone circle 

plans published by A. and A.A. Thom of this flattened circle plan within the numerous stone circles of the 

British Isles may indicate that these structures acknowledged a Moon Deity or The White Goddess 

(Robert Graves, 1948). 

 

A comparative Note. 

By comparison with the megalithic rings of Galloway and elsewhere, the few small free-standing stone 

rings of the eastern Pennine fringe are very poor relations, but this is not to say that the small Pennine 

rings are insignificant. These small rings may mark cremation internments at significant places on 

prehistoric routeways from lowland to upland, as on Carperby Moor and at the head of Lunedale in Upper 

Teesdale or on the watershed between Dales as at Barningham Moor and at Mudbeck in Arkengarthdale 

(see previous SWAAG Records). 

The ritual and mortuary enclosure characteristic of the Pennine Area is the stone dump ring cairn, some 

30 of these slight stone rings being recorded in the Tees/Swale/Ure Uplands. These slight stone dump 

embanked enclosures are also and most accurately referred to as enclosed cremation cemetaries. as the 

characteristic burial within these rings are cremations contained within collared or plain urns.  
Last Update: 2013-10-13 



 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 1: The Torhouskie Stone Ring and valley of the River Bladnoch. 

 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 2: The western perimeter. All the stones are glacial erratic rounded 

boulders of local grey granite. 



 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 3: The eastern perimeter. 

 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 4: The central three stone setting. 



 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 5: The outlier three stone setting and possible denuded cairn. 

 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 6: The outlier three stone setting and glacial drumlin landscape. 



 
Record Number 759 >>> Image 7: Torhouskie Stone Circle. Survey Plan showing geometric construction 

as an edge flattened circle. Thom A. and Thom A.A.1980 'Megalithic Rings' B.A.R. British Series 81. 

pp274,275.



Record Name: Some Galloway Stone Circles 2. Cambret Moor West. Kirkudbright. 
SWAAG ID Number: 760 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-12 15:50:30 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-28 
Location: Galloway. Kirkudbrightshire. Glenquicken. NX509582, 150mOD 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Altitude: 150m 
Geology: Silrian sandstones, shales and grits. 
Description: This fine stone ring with centre stone is has been surveyed by A. and A.A.Thom and 

interpreted as a flattened circle with a diameter of 16.6m. All the stones are glacial erratics of granite and 

other volcanic rock. The granite centre standing stone is 1.9m high. 
Additional Notes: It may be mentioned that the only instance of a flattened circle in nature is the one day 

old moon. 

The frequent occurance within the comprehensive and very large body of accurately surveyed stone circle 

plans published by A. and A.A. Thom of this flattened circle plan within the numerous stone circles of the 

British Isles may indicate that these structures acknowledged a Mood Deity or The White Goddess 

(Robert Graves, 1948). 

 

A comparative Note. 

By comparison with the megalithic rings of Galloway and elsewhere, the few small free-standing stone 

rings of the eastern Pennine fringe are very poor relations, but this is not to say that the small Pennine 

rings are insignificant. These small rings may mark cremation internments at significant places on 

prehistoric routeways from lowland to upland, as on Carperby Moor and at the head of Lunedale in Upper 

Teesdale or on the watershed between Dales as at Barningham Moor and at Mudbeck in Arkengarthdale 

(see previous SWAAG Records). 

The ritual and mortuary enclosure characteristic of the Pennine Area is the stone dump ring cairn, some 

30 of these slight stone rings being recorded in the Tees/Swale/Ure Uplands. These slight stone dump 

embanked enclosures are also and most accurately referred to as enclosed cremation cemetaries. as the 

characteristic burial within these rings are cremations contained within collared or plain urns.  
Last Update: 2013-10-13 



 
Record Number 760 >>> Image 1: The Cambret Hill Stone Ring and centre stone 

 
Record Number 760 >>> Image 2:  



 
Record Number 760 >>> Image 3: The centre stone and remnant of the internal cairn. 



 
Record Number 760 >>> Image 4: Plan of the Cambret Moor Stone ring showing geometric construction 

as an edge-flattened circle. Thom A. and Thom A.A. 'Megalithic Rings'. British Archaeological Reports 

81, 1980. pp284,285.



Record Name: Some Galloway Stone Circles 3. The Cauldside Burn stone circle and associated 

monument complex  
SWAAG ID Number: 761 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-13 10:30:30 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-09-28 
Location: Galloway. Kirkudbrightshire. Cambret Moor East. (Cauldside Burn) NX529571 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Altitude: 210m 
Geology: Glaciated river valley. 
Description: This stone circle is located in close proximity with, ie immediately adjacent to a substantial 

round cairn and ring cairn on the southern side of the Cauldside Burn opposite to the eastern slopes of 

Cambret Hill. The very fine six turn spiral marking mentioned in SWAAG Record 758 is located on the 

lower eastern slope of Cambret Hill some 400m to the E on the opposite side of Cauldside Burn. For the 

context of this spiral and other rock art in Galloway see also SWAAG Record No 758. 

The stone circle at Cauldside Burn has been surveyed by Professor Alexander Thom together with his son 

Dr Archie Thom. Thom A. and Thom A.A 1980. Megalithic Rings,B.A.R.81.   

During a full day of field walking in the area of the stone circle, several further prehistoric sites were 

noticed, namely: 

1. Clearance cairnfield with at least 20 stone dump cairns  on the southern slope of Cambret Hill uphill of 

the spiral marked rock. 2. At least three larger well built stone cairns which may be burials in heather 

moorland east of the stone circle and large round cairn. The largest of these is at NH53243 57173,225m 

OD 

3. In spite of searching I was unable to locate the fine cup and ring marked rock SW of Cauldside  by the 

Cuttie Burn which is recorded By R.W.B. Morris and located on the 1:50000 OS map. 
Additional Notes: The effect of reduced grazing on moorland monument visibility: 

This record and the photographs were taken during my second and most recent visit to Cauldside Burn. It 

was immediately apparent that the stone circle and the ring cairn were obscured by thick moorland 

vegetation. 

The ring cairn and all the smaller stones in the stone circle were practically invisible. Walking across the 

area was much more difficult than previously. 

 Alexander Thom devoted 40 years to accurately surveys of all or most of the known stone circles of the 

British Isles in search for their possible astronomic purposes. His son Archie Thom, Professor of 

Engineering at the University of Glascow, also surveyed the then recently recognised stone circles on 

Barningham Moor and at Mudbeck in Arkengarthdale , in my company  during 1979/1980 . 
Last Update: 2013-10-13 



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 1: The stone circle and cairn at Cauldside Burn. Only the largest stones 

are visible ,the smaller stones are obscured in rank vegetation. 

 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 2: The area of the Cauldside Burn Cairn and Monument Complex 

photographed from Cambret Hill. 



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 3: The largest stone of the Cauldside Burn Stone Circle and the adjacent 

Round Cairn  

 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 4: View down towards Cauldside with the largest stone of the Cauldside 

Burn Stone Circle and the adjacent Round Cairn.  



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 5: The round cairn. 

 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 6: The round cairn. 



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 7: Spiral marked rock on the opposing northern side of Cauldside Burn. 



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 8: The spiral. 

 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 9: The spiral 



 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 10: The ring cairn and central cist obscured by vegetation.  

 
Record Number 761 >>> Image 11: The assumed cist cover slab of the cairn within the ring cairn.



Record Name: Cumbria. Penrith. Long Meg and her Daughters- one of the largest stone circles of the 

British Isles. 
SWAAG ID Number: 762 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-13 15:45:42 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2012-04-29 
Location: Cumbria. Penrith. 2 1/4 miles N of Langwathby. NY571373 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Geology: Glacial Drift over New Red Sandstone. The 70 large stones of the circle are mostly Shap 

Granite and Lake District Volcanic erratic boulders. Long Meg herself is an outlier standing stone of red 

Triassic Sandstone. 
Description: This stone circle was visited by SWAAG Members during a three day archaeological visit to 

the eastern lake district in April 2012. The photographs were taken during this visit. Long Meg (the 

outlying standing stone) and her Daughters (the boulders of the stone circle) has been surveyed and 

interpreted as a flattened edge ring which measures 109m*93m overall.John Aubrey reported the 

existence of two stone cairns within the stone circle, but no trace of these survive today. Reference: Thom 

A. and Thom A.A.1980. 'Megalithic Rings'. British Archaeological Reports 81. pp42,43. 

It is not generally realised that this great stone circle was constructed on the edge of a very large circular 

ditched (?causewayed) enclosure, only recently identified by aerial photography) which is likely to 

predate the stone ring and characteristic of enclosures of Earlier Neolithic date. The fallen stones on the 

western perimeter of the ring may have subsided into the ditch of this enclosure. 

The setting of this readily accessible (in State Guardianship) stone circle, with its backdrop of the Pennine 

escarpment, is magnificent and those not familiar with this monument are recommended to make a visit 

as soon as they are able. 

The south face of the red sandstone Long Meg Standing Stone is decorated with cup and ring marks and 

with spiral figures together with complicated grooving. See Stan Beckensall 1992. This standing stone 

may have been quarried from a previously decorated sandstone outcrop. 
Dimensions: 109m*93m overall.  
Additional Notes: For a description of the Long Meg monument itself and of the monument complex 

associated with this stone circle and for good detailed drawings of the cup and ring and spiral carvings on 

the face of the Long Meg standing stone, see Beckensall S.1992. Cumbrian Prehistoric Rock Art. Abbey 

Press, Hexham ISBN 0 9517590 3 5 
Last Update: 2013-10-13 

 



Record Number 762 >>> Image 1: The first view of Long Meg and her Daughters from the access road 

with ash trees. 

 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 2: Blencathra on the western horizon seen from Long Meg Stone circle 

 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 3: Detail of the stones. 



 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 4: Detail of the stones at the entrance feature with Long Meg herself. 

 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 5: Detail of the stones at the entrance feature with Long Meg herself. 



 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 6: The NW perimeter with fallen stones at the edge of the earlier ditched 

enclosure. 

 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 7: One of the largest stones, estimated to be in the region of thirty tons in 

weight. 



 
Record Number 762 >>> Image 8: The stones near the entrance feature with Long Meg.



Record Name: Some Galloway Stone Circles 4. The Twelve Apostles Stone Circle near Dumfries.  
SWAAG ID Number: 763 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-14 09:43:21 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Footpath 
Record Date: 2013-10-01 
Location: Galloway. Dumfries. The Twelve Apostles Stone Circle.NX947794 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Geology: Glacial erratic granite and other boulders of local origin. 
Description: The Twelve Apostles Stone Circle is located 2.5 mils NE of Dumfries in pasture close to the 

Cluden Water River. The stone circle is accessible from the B729 road near the junction with the A74.  

Whereas the stone circle is described (e.g. Thom and Thom 1988, pp) as having eleven stones in situ, 

several large stones of the ring are not earthfast but lie prone on the surface and appear to have been 

pulled out. There is one fragment of a larger stone and in at least one instance two or three stones lie 

together as though roughly replaced. In short, the circle seems to have been in part 'rebuilt'. 

It has been noted that 'Twelve Apostles' for an eleven stone ring is justified by the removal and 

destruction of the stone thought to represent Judas. 

My view is that the presence of surface boulders grouped together indicates that there were originally 

many more stones in this damaged ring.  
Dimensions: 90m *80m approximately 
Additional Notes: This stone circle is comparable in dimensions and probably in concept with Long Meg 

and her Daughters, near Penrith, (see previous SWAAG Record No 762). The stones of both rings are of 

similar glacial erratic boulders. 

However, Long Meg is probably better preserved and is chronologically and architecturally more 

complex- having an outlier standing stone (Long Meg herself)which may predate her Daughters,ie the 

circle, two internal cairns (now long since removed) and an entrance portal feature. Furthermore, Long 

Meg is an element within an extended contemporary prehistoric landscape complex which included the 

Mayburgh and King Arthur's Round Table henges, Little Meg cairn circle and most significantly, the 

large earthwork (causewayed?) enclosure visible on aerial photographs which is immediately adjacent to 

the Long Meg and her Daughters Stone Ring. 
Last Update: 2013-10-14 

 



Record Number 763 >>> Image 1: The Twelve Apostles stone circle from the B729 road. This very large 

ring can only be photographed from a distance and the image needs a close look to see the stones which 

are difficult to see in grass pasture. 

 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 2: Detail of the perimeter of the stone circle. 

 



Record Number 763 >>> Image 3: Detail of stones laid on the surface, including a fragment of a larger 

stone, clearly broken up.  

 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 4: Detail of fallen stone or pulled out. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 5: One of the very large standing stones. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 6: The same stone as last. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 7: Very large standing stone. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 8: Three stones grouped together on the surface.Previously pulled out? 

The surface holes on the larger volcanic rock are natural and are not cup marks. 

 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 9: Detail of the perimeter of the circle. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 10: Detail of the perimeter of the circle. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 11: Large standing stone 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 12: Fallen stone 

 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 13: Detail of perimeter. 



 
Record Number 763 >>> Image 14: The complete 90m diameter ring of stones, difficult to see in grass. 



Record Name: A photofile of the Graining Scar Waterfalls and relict woodland by Hoods Bottom Beck, 

Whitsundale. 
SWAAG ID Number: 764 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-23 20:02:32 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geographical Record 
Record Type: General HER 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2011-06-27 
Location: Whitsundale, Hoods Bottom Beck and Falls 
Civil Parish: Muker 
British National Grid: NY 866 047 
Altitude: 450m-500m 
Geology: Namurian sandstones and shales. 
Description: This is a general photographic portrait of the general scenery at Hoods Bottom Beck to 

supplement the previous records of the geology, woodland and trees. 
Dimensions: N/A see photos 
Additional Notes: If there are is a path on either side of the meandering Hoods Bottom Beck, I have been 

unable to find it. This walk is quite rough and not to be undertaken lightly as it is necessary to cross and 

re-cross the stream to avoid small cliffs. This will be impossible when, after rain, the water level is high. 

Who Hood was, and the importance of his Bottom, I have no idea but the three waterfalls at the head of 

the valley about one mile ustream of Ravenseat Farm are surely among the most attractive in Swaledale.  

 
Last Update: 2013-10-27 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 1: The lower falls on Graining Scars, Hoods Bottom Beck 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 2: The upper falls on Graining Scars at the head of Hoods Bottom Beck. 

 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 3: The lower falls with aspen clones and sallows. 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 4: Jenny Whalley Force above Ravenseat Farm. Graining Scars in the 

distance. 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 5: The lower falls with aspens. 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 6: The falls. 

 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 7: The falls seen from directly below 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 8: Junipers on a small black shale cliff by Hoods Bottom Beck 100m 

below the falls. 



 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 9: Sheepwash fold on meandering Hoods Bottom Beck 

 
Record Number 764 >>> Image 10: The way back to Ravenseat Farm, tea and scones.



Record Name: The Durisdeer Roman Fortlet controlling a remote pass through the Lowther Hills.. 
SWAAG ID Number: 765 
Recorded Date: 2013-10-31 16:48:29 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Earthworks 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-10-01 
Location: Dumfriesshire.The Lowther Hills. Durisdeer Pass. NS902049 OS 1:50000 Sheet 68 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Geology: Glacially rounded hills and steep sided stream valleys cut through Silurian Grits and shales. 
Description: Small but impressive fortlet located so as to control the principal pass through the Lowther 

Hills from Dumfries to Biggar and so to Edinburgh. For the context of this fortlet, see Peter 

Dennison-Edson's Note below. 

The earthwork defences of this fortlet enclose a very small area and have surely born witness to some 

extremely interesting events. This extremely well preserved fortlet is located directly on the line of a 

visible roman road which here passes through a steep sided defile through the Lowther Hills. 

The locality of the fort is lonely and very atmospheric, the Lowther Hills are of Silurian grits and shales, 

which support very attractive heather and sedge softly coloured moorland vegetation rather similar to the 

Howgill Fells around Sedbergh.  

This fortlet has a close parallel in the small fortlet which commands the western approaches from the 

Vale of Eden to the summit of the Stainmore Pass just 1km west of the Marching Camp at Rey Cross. 

This area of the Valley of the River Nith is attractive, well wooded and full of interest and so, well worth 

a visit. 
Dimensions: See photos 
Additional Notes: Notes on the historical and stategic context of the Durisdeer Roman Fortlet prepared by 

Peter Dennison-Edson: 

 

The Romans in South West Scotland 

 

Records of Roman presence in Scotland focus around the campaigns of Agricola in the 80s AD (recorded 

by Tacitus) culminating in the battle against the Caledonians at Mons Graupius in AD84, the building of 

the Antonine Wall between the Clyde and the Forth from AD140, and the campaigns of the Emperor 

Septimius Severus in AD208-11. 

All have left traces in the archaeological record but it is also clear that the Roman were active north of the 

line of Hadrianâ€™s Wall from well before the Wall was built until at least the third century, consistent 

with the Roman policy of developing border zones rather than fixed linear frontiers, to protect areas under 

direct Roman rule through alliances and tribute-relationships as well as the threat or use of force.  

The Romans knew the people of Dumfries and Galloway as the Novantae and would have wished to have 

strategic influence both as forward defence of the area south of the Solway and to prevent threats from the 

island of Ireland. 

Ivan Margary in his great gazetteer of Roman roads in Britain, identifies a Roman road network in 

Scotland begun under Agricola whose completed sections include Road 7 running from Carlisle towards 

Edinburgh, from which Road 77 ran south-west from Crawford towards  Durisdeer and Nithsdale, 

probably continuing to the known fort at Drumlanrig and  down the valley of the Nith towards the large 

fort at Dalswinton near modern Dumfries. Agricola is said to have planned to invade Ireland at the time 

his governorship of Britain ended in AD84, and a northern invasion route through Galloway, as well as 

the more obvious route from Wales, might well have featured in his plans. 

Durisdeer has a fortlet of a size to house up to two centuries, probably built to monitor the road and its 

surrounds, and two marching camps, the larger of legionary size of around 50 acres dated to the Flavian 

period of the time of Agricola and indicative of his general campaigning throughout Scotland over six 

annual campaigning seasons. 

 
Last Update: 2013-10-31 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 1: The Durisdeer Roman Fortlet. 

 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 2: The northern defensive ditches and entrance to the fortlet 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 3: The Durideer pass and the Lowther Hills. The fortlet is located in the 

mid distance on a glacial morainic hill at the centre of the photograph. 

 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 4: Detail of the fortlet from the roman road which passes close to the 

fort. 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 5: The line of the roman road can just be seen on the hillside across the 

valley from the modern farm road. 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 6: The small interior of the fortlet is strongly defended. 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 7: The Durisdeer Roman Fortlet seen from the modern farm road on the 

opposite side of the valley. 

 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 8: Detail of the fortlet. 



 
Record Number 765 >>> Image 9: The approaches to the fort and modern farm road from Durisdeer.



Record Name: Middleham Castle, William's Hill Ring and Bailey Earthworks and Hullo Bridge across 

the River Cover. 
SWAAG ID Number: 766 
Recorded Date: 2013-11-06 12:59:51 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Photographic Record 
Record Type: Northern Britain 
Site Access: Public Footpath 
Record Date: 2013-11-04 
Location: Middleham Castle, William Hill Motte and Bailey and River Cover Banks 
Civil Parish: Middleham 
British National Grid:    
Geology: Drift over Yoredale Limestones, Sandstones and Shales 
Description: These images are intended to draw attention to the historic landscape south of Middleham 

which can be enjoyed during a walk from Middleham to East Witton via the Banks of the River Cover 

and Hello Bridge. These images are merely an introduction to the earlier section of the walk to Hullo 

Bridge and no attempt is made to provide details of the archaeological features. The woodland and trees 

seen will be the subject of specific records to be added later. 

Several of the photographs were taken many years ago during a group field walk. 

 

TCL Note: The William's Hill earthworks have been the subject of detailed survey by Stephen 

Moorhouse: 

For a magnificently detailed hachure survey of the whole of the Williams Hill Motte, Ringwork and Outer 

Bailey complex see Stephen Moorhouse 2003, 'Anatomy of the Yorkshire Dales: decoding the medieval 

landscape.' in T.G.Manby et a. eds. 'The Archaeology of Yorkshire' Yorkshire Archaeological Society 

Occasional Paper No 3, pp 293-362 and Figs 107 and 111  
Additional Notes: The following notes have been contributed by Hugh Pannell: 

 

Williams Hill   Motte and Bailey Castle. Middleham.  

 

 

Sited to the rear of Middleham Castle, this earlier castle was built in the reign of William Rufus. It 

was replaced by the stone built castle we see today in 1180. The Motte is about 160' by 115' and some 40' 

in height. The Motte expands to form a platform with a base of 112'  and a width of 55'. 

This would be the most obvious position of the wooden tower. The Castle has commanding views over 

the local area, dominating both Wenslydale and Coverdale. It would also have covered the ancient road 

from Skipton to Richmond.  At Williams Hill there is also a powerful ringwork that is 

massively thick- at one point some 45feet across the top.  

 

There has been confusion in the past over the surrounding 'earthworks'. What can be seen are the remains 

of ditch and furrow field systems. There are the remains of what appear to be a mill site to the rear of the 

motte.  Today the site is a woody landscape that is much puddled by cattle and sheep wanderings. 

Walking boots, if not wellingtons , are a must. Care must be taken in places as the water table is quite 

high .  This castle has been covered  by Mike Salter in his 'The Castles and Tower Houses of Yorkshire ' 

via Folly Publications.(Malvern).  The views from this site are panoramic to say the least.   

 

A tradition exists locally that there is a tunnel from one of the castles to Jervaulx abbey. Apparently 

during a torrential downpour, water was seen to disappear down a hole. This was later examined, and 

found to be the start of a possible tunnel entrance. It can be noted, however, that a similar tradition also 

exists around the other castle built by Alan Rufus ( The Red) â€“ Richmond.  

 

The name of the town itself- Middleham, is said to derive from the Celtic name of Mediolanum. 

 A town of the Ordovices.  

 

 Bibliography.   

 The Gatehouse Gazeteer. Web page.  

Salter, M . The Castles and Tower Houses of Yorkshire. Folly Publications. Malvern 

 

 
Last Update: 2013-12-02 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 1: Middleham Castle.  

 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 2: Middleham Castle. 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 3: Middleham Castle. 

 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 4: Middleham Castle from the track southward. 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 5: The outer Bailey or Ringwork earthworks of William's Hill Motte 

which was the short lived predecessor of Middleham Castle being occupied from c1080-c1180  (See 

Moorhouse 2003). 

 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 6: William's Hill Motte 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 7: Hedgerow ash tree. 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 8: Distant view of Pen Hill and relict hedgerow trees. 

 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 9: Ancient ash tree. 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 10: River Cover with overhanging beech in full autumn colour. 

 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 11: The River Cover with overhanging beech.  



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 12: Detail of beech tree. 



 
Record Number 766 >>> Image 13: Hullo Bridge



Record Name: The Braithwaite Mines, bale site and riverside waterwheel pit which provided power to the 

pumps 
SWAAG ID Number: 767 
Recorded Date: 2013-12-01 17:10:11 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Mining 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2013-11-28 
Location: Braithwaite Hall Estate and River Cover Banks. 
Civil Parish: East Witton 
British National Grid: #SE 1204 8644 
Altitude: From140m to 
Geology: The following information is extracted from K.G.Dunham and A.A.Wilson, 1985. British 

Geological Survey: Geology of the North Pennine Orefield Vol. 2 Stainmore to Craven, pp181,182 where 

a detailed account of the Braithwaite mine is available: 

Richmond chert strata faulted against Main Limestone. The Braithwaite vein was mined for lead and 

silver from very early date, possibly as early as the reign of Henry viii and certainly at 1734. Minerals in 

the spoil heaps include 'pale amber fluorite,, barite, calcite, spalerite,, chalcopyrite and galena. The lead 

concentrate which in the 19C was sent to Bollihope in Weardale for de-silvering, included 4.6oz silver 

per ton of lead metal. The West Vein, close to the River Cover was worked  from shafts sunk into the 

Middle Limestone. 
Description: This record provides a visual introduction to the extensive lead mine remains centred on 

shafts located to the north of the road below Braithwaite Hall but which worked lead veins which 

extended upslope to the limit of enclosed pastures at SE m AOD and downslope to the Banks of the River 

Cover at SE  m AOD. This record also provides an introduction to the  very interesting water power 

management system and water wheel located in a deep pit close to the River Cover associated with the 

requirement for dewatering the lower levels of the mine via a suspended timber rod transmission line 

'1000ft' (456m) in length. These remains include a very large water wheel pit which survives in 

remarkably good condition despite tree growing within it and two other large masonry structures located 

lower downstream on the bank of the River Cover which could be the remains of two further water wheel 

structures using a side channel of the River together with a water leat which powered the large wheel(s) 

and associated hollow ways leading northward towards Middleham on the north bank of the river. 
Dimensions: Wheel pit approx. 10.5m *2m*4m deep 
Additional Notes: Reference: K.G.Dunham andA.A.Wilson, 1985. British Geological Survey. Geology of 

the North Pennine Orefield Vol. 2 Stainmore to Craven, pp181,182  

See captions to the photographs for brief details of the shaft mounds on the Braithwaite Vein from moor 

edge to the River Cover and of the remains of the water management system which provided power to the 

mine pumps over a distance of 456m via a suspended timber rod transmission on triangular timber 

supports, now leaving no visible trace. 
Last Update: 2013-12-02 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 1: Braithwaite Hall from the road to East Witton. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 2: Shaft mound north of the road below Braithwaite Hall. 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 3: Shaft mound north of the road below Braithwaite Hall. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 4: Hullo Bridge, caries the track to Middleham over the River Cover 

below Braithwaite Hall 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 5: Hullo Bridge. A leat took water from the R. Cover above Hullo Bridge 

down to discharge above the large wheel pit. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 6: The masonry lined wheel pit is 10m*2m*4m deep approximately 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 7: The masonry lined wheel pit  



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 8: The masonry lined wheel pit  



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 9: The masonry lined wheel pit  



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 10: The substantial masonry of a walled platform, which may mark the 

site of a second water wheel, can just be seen on the north bank of the River Cover some 80m 

downstream from the large wheel pit. A canal like leat leads to this platform from the outflow of the large 

wheel pit, see next image.  



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 11: The masonry platform on the North Bank of the Cover 80m 

downstream of the wheel pit 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 12: This water leat connects the outflow from the wheel pit to the river 

bank platform 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 13: Shaft mound on the Braithwaite West Vein close to the River Cover. 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 14: Shaft mound on the Braithwaite West Vein close to the River Cover 

1km upstream of Hullo Bridge. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 15: An old hollow way leads away towards Middleham from this pool on 

the River Cover 1km downstream of Hullo Bridge. A stone structure on an abandoned channel by the 



south bank downstream of this pool marks the location of a possible further unrecorded waterwheel.  

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 16: Unrecorded stone structure below the Scar on the south bank of the 

Cover, a possible 3rd waterwheel 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 17: Unrecorded stone structure below the Scar on the south bank of the 



Cover, a possible 3rd waterwheel 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 18: Shaft mounds and hush high above Braithwaite Hall 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 19: Undated defended earthwork enclosure above Braithwaite Hall. 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 20: SWAAG Members at the lead bale site by the gill below the 

Braithwaite 'Fort'. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 21: The lead bale 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 22: Hollow way close to junction with north bank of the River Cover 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 23: Hollow way leading downstream. 



 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 24: Hollow way leading downstream, northward towards Middleham and 

eastward towards Cover Bridge and East Witton. 

 
Record Number 767 >>> Image 25: River cove from the end of the hollow way, at fording point the River 

Cover, except when in flood.



Record Name: Stone head of the 'Celtic severed head' tradition built into the western gable of St Michael's 

Church, Downholme. 
SWAAG ID Number: 768 
Recorded Date: 2013-12-07 10:22:25 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Lithic Find / Scatter 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public 
Record Date: 2013-11-27 
Location: St Michael\'s Church, Downholme.  
Civil Parish: Downholme 
British National Grid: SE 110 983 
Altitude: 193m 
Geology: Sandstone boulder of local origine. 
Description: Crudely carved and much weathered stone head made on a rounded boulder of sandstone 

built into the gable end of St Michael's Church. This stone head is very similar to the many stone heads 

widely distributed across the NW Pennines which have been recorded as of the 'Celtic Severed Head' 

tradition (see Sidney Jackson, 1973: 'Celtic and other stone heads' Privately Published by the Author). 

St Michael's Church is situated directly below the Iron Age defended settlement or univallate hill fort on 

the summit of How Hill, Downholme and a spring rises close to the western access lane to the Church. 

The stone head may have been found local to this spring and was almost certainly associated with the 

belief system of the Iron Age, 'Celtic' Swaledale people who lived on How Hill. 

Similar stone heads have been built into buildings throughout Yorkshire to ward off evil spirits. This 

belief in the power of the severed head as a protection against evil is widespread both across North 

Yorkshire and is a worldwide tradition.  

A very fine double-headed,'Janus' (facing both ways) carved celtic stone head was once to be seen on a 

low garden wall outside the Unicorn Inn at Bowes in Co. Durham. This stone is now in private 

possession, I have been informed. A slide image of this double headed, 'Janus' type stone head used to be 

in the Bowes Museum Collection.   
Additional Notes: See also: Anne Ross 1963. 'Pagan Celtic Britain. Studies in iconography and tradition.' 

Routledge and Kegan and Paul.London. 

 

This much weathered and crudely carved stone head which is built into the roughly coursed ashlar stone 

face western gable of St Michael's Church contrasts strongly with the crisply carved and detailed 'portrait' 

stone heads at the quoins of the finely carved 12C arches of the windows of the church, see photographs 

below. 

Yorkshire County History records: 'St Michael's Church, Downholme consists of a chancel about 23'* 13', 

a north chapel (or extension of the aisle) about 22ft*15ft, north aisle 11ft wide and a south porch. The 

church dates from about 1180AD and consisted of a simple chancel and nave of the same length as now. 

The north aisle was added soon afterwards, about 1200AD.' Reconstruction works were necessary in 

1811,1886 and 1894. Presumably this reconstruction work was extensive. VCH makes no mention of the 

stone head. If anyone can add information on any further records or information on this stone carving, 

please let me know. 

This church is located within walking distance from Downholme Village and can be accessed by a public 

footpath which leaves the village to follow a short surviving length of a very old lane, see photograph 

below, and then to cross the fields and reach the main road close to the church (care needed to cross the 

busy main road).  
Last Update: 2013-12-07 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 1: The stone head in the western gable of St Michaels Church, 

Downholme. This roughly carved and heavily weathered sandstone boulder is of the 'Celtic severed head 

tradition. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 2: St Michael's Church, Downholme dates from 1180AD and is a very 

peaceful place. 

 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 3: The stone head is just visible on this photograph of the west gable. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 4: The stone head, detail. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 5: The stone head, detail. 

 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 6: Finely carved, medieval, stone 'portrait' heads which decorate the 

window arches on the western and souther elevations contrast strongly with the roughly carved 'celtic' 

head. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 7: Finely carved, medieval, stone 'portrait' heads which decorate the 

window arches on the western and souther elevations contrast strongly with the roughly carved 'celtic' 

head. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 8: Finely carved, medieval, stone 'portrait' heads which decorate the 

window arches on the western and souther elevations contrast strongly with the roughly carved 'celtic' 

head. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 9: Finely carved, medieval, stone 'portrait' heads which decorate the 

window arches on the western and souther elevations contrast strongly with the roughly carved 'celtic' 

head. 



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 10:  



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 11:  



 
Record Number 768 >>> Image 12: The remnant hedgerow with old hollies and guelder rose bushes once 

formed the access lane to the lynchetted fields and St Michael's Church from Downholme Village.



Record Name: The Main Limestone and overlying fossiliferous chert strata exposed in Downholme 

Quarry 
SWAAG ID Number: 769 
Recorded Date: 2013-12-11 16:14:04 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geological HER 
Site Access: Public Footpath 
Record Date: 2013-11-27 
Location: Downholme Quarry 
Civil Parish: Downholme 
British National Grid: SE 1130 9812 
Altitude: 227m 
Geology: Fossiliferous Main Chert series strata overlying the Main Limestone. 
Description: This record provides a photo record of the rarely so clearly exposed and seen thin bedded 

fossiliferous chert strata which directly overlies the massively bedded Main Limestone in the wall of 

Downholme Quarry. 

To my untrained eye the fossils seen include not only productid brachiopod shells but also very fine 

examples of the polyzoan Fenestella sp and sections through two examples of spirally structured shells 

which may be large gastropods or possibly goniatites. Reference: The British Museum. British Palaeozoic 

Fossils. 

Below the quarry is a very fine limekiln. 

Large ash trees grow in the hedgerows around the quarry and a walk on the MOD Downholme Permissive 

Footpath which passes the entrance to this quarry is worth while to see the views from high of the 

discreetly located Downholme Church and across to the medieval lynchets and iron age defensive 

earthworks on the summit of How Hill, Downholme. See photofile.  
Dimensions: See photographs. 
Additional Notes: This quarry is on MOD Land but can be seen from the Downholme Permissive 

Footpath which traverses the western edge of the MOD Range. Access is at your own risk. Do not 

approach or climb the exposed rock face and observe the access and safety rules laid down at the entrance 

to the quarry and in the Permissive Footpath Leaflet.  

This quarry will be visited at the beginning of a walk for SWAAG Members and their guests during a 

programme of walks planned to take place in the New Year. 
SWAAG Site: Downholme Moor 
Last Update: 2013-12-11 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 1: The Downholme Quarry from the MOD Permissive footpath to 

Thorpe Edge. 

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 2: The face of the quarry with thin bedded chert strata above the Main 

Limestone. 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 3:  

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 4: Surface of limestone with fossils. 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 5: Possible Goniatite. A rare zonal fossil of the Namurian.Detail 

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 6: Possible Goniatite. A rare zonal fossil of the Namurian. Detail. 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 7: Productid brachiopod shells and the bryozoan fenestella. 

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 8: The lime kiln 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 9:  

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 10:  



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 11:  

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 12:  



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 13: The Permissive Footpath Signboard at Downholme Village. 

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 14: How Hill, Downholme from the Quarry. 



 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 15: How Hill, Downholme from the Quarry. 

 
Record Number 769 >>> Image 16: Earthworks on How Hill, early cultivation overlies an Iron Age 

defended settlement.



Record Name: A day on Barningham Moor, images of a Pennine Landscape.  
SWAAG ID Number: 770 
Recorded Date: 2013-12-19 11:50:19 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Rock Art 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2013-12-17 
Location: Barningham Low Moor and the How Tallon Ridge 
Civil Parish: Barningham 
British National Grid: NZ 052 075 
Altitude: 250m -450m 
Geology: Carboniferous Limestone Yoredale Strata from the Main Limestone, which outcrops at 430m 

on the How Tallon Ridge, down to the Three Yard Limestone at road level Except on the How Tallon 

Ridge these strata are generally masked below glacial drift deposits with occasional Shap Granite erratic 

boulders. A single small boulder of Shap Granit on Eel Hill at an elevation of 430m extends the 

previously recorded southern limit of the Stainmore Ice Stream southward for at least 1km and also the 

thickness of the Ice Stream carrying Shap Granites which clearly over-topped the southern edge of 

Teesdale at this point. 
Description: This record will provide a short introductory photographic journal of the geomorphological 

and archaeological landscapes of Barningham Low Moor and of the How Tallon Ridge seen during a 

walk for SWAAG members and their guests on 17th December. Detailed records of each of the features 

briefly visited during this walk on a fine but cold and breezy day in mid December will form the subject 

of separate records which are to follow.  

A few photographs of the cup and ring and cup marked rocks which are some of the special features of 

Barningham Moor which were taken some 30-20 years ago, are included alongside photographs taken 

recently to illustrate the very rapid weathering of several of the cup and ring motifs. 

So rapid is the weathering noted of one of the most significant rock surfaces (the Eel Hill Cup and Ring 

Marked Rock,Barningham Site 69), by comparison with the photograph image on page 56 of Beckensall 

and Laurie 1998,  that SWAAG Members concluded that several (not all) of the rock carvings on 

Barningham Moor could soon disappear.  

It may be that the sunlight conditions present during our visit to this rock were not quite as favourable as 

those present when the photographic image was taken in 1996 by Stan Beckensall for the Prehistoric 

Rock Art of Co Durham,Swaledale and Wensleydale Book, see images below. 
Dimensions: See photgraphs 
Additional Notes: Barningham is not only of great significance as a famous grouse moor and as a fine 

reserve for ground nesting birds and for relict yew woodland at Kexwith and in Arndale Beck, or for the 

wealth of prehistoric sites of different periods which have been recorded in recent years but also for the 

high value of the evidence for the presence of the Stainmore Ice Stream during the final Devensian Ice 

Age. The distant views from How Tallon Ridge and from Eel Hill across the Pass of Stainmore to Mickle 

Fell and the other High Fells which overlook the Vale of Eden, together with the small 'corrie like' feature 

known by all locals as 'Osmond's Gill' (Osmaril Gill on the OS Map)and together with the lateral 

moraines of East and West Langbaugh and the scattered boulders of Shap Granite all contribute to one of 

the finest of all Pennine glaciated landscapes. 

I owe the following geomorphological interpretation to John Russell: 'Osmonds's Gill is a small glacial, 

'corrie' like feature with an associated fossil below-ice drainage system in the form of the relict stream 

valleys which discharge to form a fossil dry waterfall at the head of the Osmonds Gill and Cross Gill- an 

associated 'hanging valley with interlocking spurs' which discharges into the upper western side of 

Osmonds Gill is a small but dramatic 'corrie' type features. A more specific account of Osmonds Gill with 

John Russell's commentary will be the subject of a separate record on this database. 
Last Update: 2013-12-20 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 1: The Moor Road, Cow Close Lane at the start. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 2: The group examines a small cup marked rock at the lowest limit of the 

distribution of these marked earthfast rocks on Barningham Moor. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 3: The small rock is simply decorated with cup marks and grooves. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 4: The Moor Road, walking towards Haythwaite Farm. Eel Hill and the 

How Tallon Ridge in the distance. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 5: Rowley Intake. Cup marked setting of three rocks located close to an 

undated large stone embanked and scooped circular enclosure at Greystones. This may be the local 

equivalent of an embanked stone circle and possibly reused as a settlement enclosure. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 6: Lucky for some! Number seven. Domino formation of 7 Late 



Neolithic cup marks comprising a group of 5 and a group of 2. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 7: The stone setting is a surviving section of a larger structural complex 

which has been quarried away. Levelled platforms may mark the location of timber structures. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 8: Cup and ring marked rock at Scale Knoll. 

 



Record Number 770 >>> Image 9: Cup and ring marked rock at Scale Knoll is located on the bank of a 

later enclosure. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 10: Cup and ring marked rock originally earthfast but set on edge to be 

broken up with wedges as masonry stone, but thankfully spared. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 11: The same cup and ring marked rock photographed by Stan 

Beckensall for The Rock Art of Co Durham,1998. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 12: Eel Hill from the small standing 'altar'rock 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 13: Jackie examines the 'altar' rock 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 14: The Altar rock. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 15: Eel Hill from the east side of Osmonds Gill 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 16: Osmond's Gill. See separate record for further details of this feature. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 17: Cup and ring marked rock in Osmond's Gill 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 18: The How Tallon Ridge in winter. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 19: Cup and ring site on Eel Hill 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 20: The cup and ring marked rock today 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 21: Extract from Tom Gledhill's survey of the Rock Art, Stone Ring and 

other archaeological Sites centred at Osmond's Gill annotated to show the alignment between the major 

axis of the ellipsoid stone setting at the head of Osmond's Gill and the basin or post slot on the Eel Hill 

cup and ring marked rock. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 22: Walking westward on Eel Hill 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 23: Small boulder of Shap Granite on Eel Hill 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 24: Fragment of the Shap Erratic, John explains the crystalline structure 

and characteristic large pink crystals of Feldspar. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 25: Fragment of the Shap Erratic showing the crystalline structure and 

characteristic large pink crystals of Feldspar. 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 26: How Tallon round cairn. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 27: How Tallon Round Cairn. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 28: Lithic finds from How Tallon. Coggins,D. and Clews,S.1980. 

'Archaeology in the Bowes Museum.' Trans. of the Architectural and Archaeological Society of Durham 

and Northumberland. New Series. 5, 17-30. 



 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 29: Sunset over Stainmore from How Tallon 

 
Record Number 770 >>> Image 30: Final rays of the sun. Barningham Low Moor. The end of the walk.



Record Name: Gradiometer Survey 
SWAAG ID Number: 771 
Recorded Date: 2013-12-30 10:47:08 
Recorded by: Stephen Eastmead 
Category: Geophysical Record 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2013-12-29 
Location: Hagg Farm Field 3884 Rectangular Bank / Platform 
Civil Parish: Reeth 
British National Grid: SE 05365 98844 
Altitude: 206m 
Description: Magnetic survey using a Bartington 601-2 Gradiometer. 20x20m grid. Images show the 

location on the 1:10,000 OS map and Google Earth, the precise GPS data and minimum processed survey 

data.  
Additional Notes: Survey by Mike Walton and Stephen Eastmead. 
SWAAG Site: Hagg Farm 
Last Update: 2014-01-02 

 
Record Number 771 >>> Image 1: GPS corrected data Confidence 4-5cm horizontally and vertically 

 
Record Number 771 >>> Image 2: Grid location on Google Earth 



 
Record Number 771 >>> Image 3: Grid Location on OS 1:10,000 map. Â©Crown copyright and database 

rights 2011 Ordnance Survey 1000237401, kindly supplied by the North Yorkshire Dales National Park 

Authority. 

 
Record Number 771 >>> Image 4: Gradiometer data Â©SWAAG Map: Â©Crown copyright and 

database rights 2011 Ordnance Survey 1000237401, kindly supplied by the North Yorkshire Dales 

National Park Authority. 



 
Record Number 771 >>> Image 5: Collecting the grid GPS data with the bank in the background.



Record Name: Gradiometer Survey 
SWAAG ID Number: 772 
Recorded Date: 2014-01-13 15:47:42 
Recorded by: Stephen Eastmead 
Category: Geophysical Record 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2014-01-11 
Location:  Hagg Farm Field 3884 
Civil Parish: Reeth 
British National Grid: SE 0536 9884 
Altitude: 206 
Description: Magnetic survey using a Bartington 601-2 Gradiometer. Six 30x30m grid. 

 

 
Dimensions: 5400 sq metres 
SWAAG Site: Hagg Farm 
Last Update: 2014-02-01 

 
Record Number 772 >>> Image 1: GPS location in GoogleEarth of Gradiometric survey  

 
Record Number 772 >>> Image 2: Gradiometric survey in Google Earth 



 
Record Number 772 >>> Image 3: SWAAG GPS survey from 2010 



 
Record Number 772 >>> Image 4: SWAAG GPS survey from 2010 plus Gradiometric survey



Record Name: Images of historic landscapes on Grinton Moor from Grinton Lodge to How and Ridley 

Hushes 
SWAAG ID Number: 773 
Recorded Date: 2014-01-15 15:47:00 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Coaxial Field Systems 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-01-14 
Location: Grinton Moor, from Grinton Lodge to How and Ridley Hushes via Grinton Smelt Mill 

returning across How Hill 
Civil Parish: Grinton 
British National Grid: SE 040 964 
Altitude: 250-420m 
Geology: Strata above and below The Main Limestone. Strata below the Underset Limestone concealed 

below glacial drift. 
Description: This record comprises photographic images of the historic and prehistoric landscapes of 

Grinton Moor taken during a walk from Grinton Lodge to and from the mining grounds at How and 

Ridley Hushes on How Hill attended by a strong party of SWAAG Members in January 2014. These 

images are of a landscape which has constantly changed through time in consequence of human economic 

activity, both pastoral and industrial, and of climate change. Archaeological remains of an ancient field 

system which extended far above the upper limit of the present stone walled pastures across what is now 

heather moorland to reach the moorland plateau at an elevation of 410m at Ridley Hush on How Hill 

SE040964. Pollen evidence indicates that around 2400BC at the arrival of the first pastoral farmers, the 

south facing slopes of Swaledale were entirely covered with mixed deciduous woodland from river to the 

highest limestone scars. Birch and stunted oak woodland covered the high plateau with light hazel scrub 

over limestone outcrop. Alder groves were present at spring flushed slopes. In response to increasing 

grazing pressures, the whole of the upper dale slopes were enclosed by a planned and managed landscape 

of parallel or co-axial field boundaries now visible as substantial banks of rock and rubble bleached white 

where exposed  by removal of overlying peat and heather. These ancient field boundaries can be 

interpreted as originating as fence lines which soon developed into hedgerows with hedgerow trees 

probably much as the Swaledale farms of pre-war days being self supporting with one or two milk cows, 

and goats but centred on sheep for intensive production of wool, cheese and meat. Copses of ash, elm, 

oak and lime trees and thickets of hazel and blackthorn were present on steep declivities of hard rock to 

complete, at least to my eyes, a park like idyllic prehistoric dales landscape of tree lined fields fields rich 

in hay meadow flowers and of scattered woodlands teeming with aurochsen - the wild cattle, red and roe 

deer, hare and squirrel but no rabbits! The presence of wolf, bear, lynx, fox and marten imposed the 

necessity for constant shepherding and protection of stock within enclosure at night . This Bronze Age 

Swaledale Eden supported the first seasonal, transhumant pioneering farmstead settlements of substantial 

timber round houses with attached paddock like fields located close to the most constant springs where 

the numerous burnt mounds of fire cracked sandstone survive today interpreted as sweat house-saunas. In 

due course, following clearance of the more dense woodland of the lower slopes, the first permanent 

settlements were established on the lower dale slopes. The present open heather moorland landscape 

developed only at the end of the Iron Age with heather becoming dominant during the Roman period 

following over grazing, leaching of the soils, acidification and podsolization of the original soils. 

Subsequently these original fields having been abandoned, the upper slopes of Grinton Moor were 

incorporated within the preserves of the stag hunts of the medieval lord with subsistence deer 

management for venison. Finally all the open moorland was the objective of the prospections and labours 

of lead miner. For comparative purposes, selected images of the same landscapes taken some years ago 

are included to illustrate the constant changes to the moorland vegetation.  
Dimensions: See figure 01. 
Additional Notes: The coaxial field systems south of the Swale, on Grinton Moor and on Harkerside 

Moor share the same NNE/SSW axis and high elevation as those on the northern side of Swaledale  on 

Copperthwaite Allotment, on Marrick Moor and on Skelton Moor above Marske . These field systems are 

very extensive, those on Marrick Moor and on Skelton Moor cover an area of 9km2. The field systems 

reach an elevation of 420m on Copperthwaite Allotment and 415m on How Hill, Grinton Moor. This 

shared axis implies the contemporary prehistoric (ie Bronze Age) existence of a communal or tribal 

hierarchy with the authority and ability to plan and impose the construction of these systems of land 

division. 

For comparison with those on Grinton Moor, a number of images of the high level coaxial field 

boundaries at 400m elevation across the Dale above Fremington Edge on Copperthwaite Allotment, 

Marrick Moor are included in this record. 

 

NOTE! 



The Maps have been extracted from: 'T.C. Laurie with N.W. Mahaffy and R.F.White. 2011. 'Co-axial 

Field Systems in Swaledale: a reassessment following recent fieldwork.' in R.D. Martlew, ED. 'Prehistory 

in the Yorkshire Dales, pp37- 59.' Published by Place/Yorkshire Dales Landscape Research Trust. All the 

other hand drawn survey maps are my own  The maps and photographs within the Place Publication 

2011 Paper are both Crown Copyright and Copyright Individual Authors.  
SWAAG Site: Grinton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-01-17 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 1: Grinton How Hush. Ann leads the way! 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 2: SWAAG at Ridley Hush. One for the album. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 3: Coaxial field boundary at Ridley Hush. This substantial prehistoric 

field boundary bank of white weathered chert rocks was revealed after an intense moorland fire burnt off 

all peat and vegetation from a large area, photographed some 20 years ago. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 4: Twenty years after the fire, heather has reseeded in clumps leaving 

open areas colonised by brightly coloured soil forming mosses and lichens. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 5: The colonising and soil forming moss carpet formed by Polytrichum 

juniperinum with the lichen Cladonia spp and other species. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 6: Entrance to the Grinton How Level and the hidden world of the Lead 

Miner 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 7: Pay attention! Swaag members wait to be informed by Peter of a 

differing interpretations of this characteristic burnt mound as either a Bronze Age Sweat house/sauna or a 

smoker for venison steaks. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 8: Swaag members act as substitute timber posts to mark the perimeter of 



one of four large prehistoric round houses which form an open settlement with associated small cairns 

and trackways close to the road south of Grinton Lodge. H1 on survey plan. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 9: Survey drawing of Grinton Moor. Based on an unpublished EDM 

survey by the Swaledale Ancient Land Boundaries Project with later revision and additions. Copyright 

Tim Laurie. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 10: Stone banked settlement enclosure with one round house and hut 

platform terrace attached to coaxial field boundary (not visible on this photo) which ascends the hill slope 

west of Cogden Bridge. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 11: This stone enclosure bank is attached to the downslope side of a 



coaxial field boundary higher upslope. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 12: Coffee taken standing up at Grinton Smelt Mill. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 13: Swaag leaving the mill 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 14: The Grinton melt mill flue. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 16: Grinton Smelt Mill and flue rising to the demolished chimney on 

Sharrow Hill. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 17: Grinton How Lead Mine and hushes. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 18: Grinton Moor. Final Survey. Extract from: 'T.C. Laurie with N.W. 

Mahaffy and R.F.White. 2011. 'Co-axial Field Systems in Swaledale: a reassessment following recent 

fieldwork.' in R.D. Martlew, ED. 'Prehistory in the Yorkshire Dales, pp37- 59, Figure 6.3.' Published by 

Place/Yorkshire Dales Landscape Research Trust. This Crown Copyright map shows the relationship 

between two of the coaxial boundaries with an earlier unenclosed settlement and key locations, for 



interpretation see Laurie, White and Mahaffey, 2003.  

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 19: Swaledale. Early settlement and Land Division. Laurie et al 2003 

Figure 6.1 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 20: Marrick Moor and Skelton Moor.Early settlement and Land Division. 

Laurie et al 2003 Figure 6.16 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 21: Fremington Edge and Marrick Moor.Early settlement and Land 

Division. Laurie et al 2003 Figure 6.17 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 22: Coaxial field boundary NW of Trig Point 430m on Copperthwaite 

Allotment. This boundary is on the same NNE-SSW alignment as those on Grinton Moor on the southern 

side of Swaledale. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 23: Coaxial field boundary at Fremington Edge This boundary is on the 

same NNE-SSW alignment as those on Grinton Moor on the southern side of Swaledale. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 24: Substantial field boundary on Riddings Rig, Reeth Low Moor. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 25: Unsurveyed field system on Ellerton Moor. Swaag will visit this area 

soon. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 26: Grinton Moor. Swinston Brow. Transverse field boundary revealed 

after heather burn. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 27: Grinton Lodge, Unenclosed settlement west of Cogden Gill. Extract 

from original SWALB EDM Survey with additions by TCL 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 28: Grinton Moor. South of Grinton lodge. Unenclosed round house H1 

on plan. 

 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 29: Grinton Moor. South of Grinton lodge. Unenclosed round house H2 

on plan. 



 
Record Number 773 >>> Image 30: Detail of the moorland moss carpet at Ridley Hush



Record Name: SWAAG Walk  to Castle Dikes Henge and to Stake Fell via Flout Moor Lane and 

Thornton Rust Springs 
SWAAG ID Number: 774 
Recorded Date: 2014-01-24 11:42:37 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Footpath 
Record Date: 2014-01-21 
Location: Wensleydale, Aysgarth, from Flout Moor Lane to Thornton Rust Springs and then to Stake 

Fell.  
Civil Parish: Aysgarth 
British National Grid: SD 976 870 
Geology: Carboniferous Limestones of the Wensleydale Series overlain by Glacial moraines. Flout Moor 

Springs rise below the Middle Limestone. Thornton Moor Springs rise below strata of the Underset 

Limestone Series. 
Description: This record is of the historic landscapes of Flout Moor, Thornton Rust Springs and of the 

eastern slopes of Stake Fell seen by a strong group of SWAAG members during a walk on a fine day in 

January. 

Features visited include the very fine and undisturbed Aysgarth Castle Dikes henge monument, the two 

very large burnt mounds at Flout Moor Springs, the prehistoric undated unenclosed platform settlement 

and associated field system on Flout Moor, the open cluster of nine burnt mounds on Black Pasture and in 

the vicinity of the Shooting Hut at Thornton Rust Springs. The Group then walked to visit the smaller of 

the two unenclosed high level prehistoric round house settlements above Gayle Ing and at Side Well on 

Stake fell. An, as yet, unrecorded small shieling type settlement of Pre-Conquest or Medieval Character 

was visited on the way back to the cars. 

For Location Maps see Image Nos 6,  and brief details of the sites and area visited, see captions to the 

attached photographic images. 
Dimensions: Round trip of approximately six miles. 
Additional Notes: The linear morainic ridges and other glacial land forms which contribute to the very 

fine Upland Wensleydale landscape to the east of the Stake, with Addlebrough Hill and Carperby Moor 

across the Dale were explained to the Group by John Russell. Lithic scatter sites located and recorded 

previously, see Laurie 1993 and 2003 (selected lithic finds from the area are on display at the Dales 

Countryside Museum) together with the two stray lithic finds made during the walk added direct evidence 

for human activity in this interesting area. 

The images include firstly photographs taken during the walk including several contributed by Doug 

Waugh together with, secondly, a number of photographs taken many years ago to illustrate the great 

increase in the moorland vegetation following enclosure of the Thornton Rust SSSI and reduction in 

grazing pressure. 

The unpublished Location Maps are copyright Tim Laurie. 

 

References: 

Laurie, T.C. 2003 in: T.G. Manby et al. Eds. 'The Archaeology of Yorkshire'.  

Yorkshire Archaeological Society. Occ.Paper No 3 pp223-253. 

Laurie, T.C. 2004 'Burnt mounds in the Yorkshire Dales' in: R.F. White and P.F. Wilson, 

Eds.'Archaeological Landscapes of the Yorkshire Dales.' Yorkshire Archaeological Society. Occ.Paper 

No 2 pp79-88 and Figure 8.3.  
Last Update: 2014-01-25 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 1: Castle Dikes Henge. Photo: Doug Waugh 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 2: Castle Dikes Henge in winter, TCL previous photograph 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 3: Castle Dikes Henge.    A.P. by  St Joseph 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 4: Castle Dikes Henge with SWAAG members. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 5: Flout Moor Lane. Ann brings up the rear party. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 6: Location Map. Prehistoric sites close to Flout Moor lane.  



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 7: Burnt Mounds. Comparative site plans. BMs at Appersett, 

Thoralby-Flout Moor,Counterset Crag and Castle Bolton: East Parks.  



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 8: Flout Moor Springs. Burnt Mound Site 1, of two burnt mound sites 

here. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 9: Thornton Rust Moor. Burnt Mound concealed under thick heather 

following enclosure of this SSSI Area and reduction in grazing pressure. See below image nos 18-20 for 

views of this burnt mound before enclosure and rampant growth of heather. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 10: SWAAG search for evidence that there really is a burnt mound 

below this heather. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 11: Yes there is, here is the evidence! The burnt stone core of the mound, 

photo Doug Waugh. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 12: Lunch hut, Thornton Rust Moor. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 13: Hut circle, marked by vegetation change from sedge to ling, one of 

several similar hut circles in the vicinity of the burnt mounds here. Photo Doug Waugh. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 14: SWAAG at Thornton Rust Spring Rise. See below image no 21 for a 

view of this spring rise with the two burnt mounds clearly visible before enclosure and rampant growth of 

heather. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 15: Hugh at burnt mound under thick heather at Thornton Rust Spring 



Rise.See below image no 20 for a view of this spring rise with the two burnt mounds clearly visible 

before enclosure and rampant growth of heather. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 16: Spring stream crossing Black pasture with two burnt mounds. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 17: Location Map Thornton Rust Moor. Nine burnt Mounds at Thornton 

Rust Springs. Two unenclosed Settlements at Side Well and Gayle Ing Springs. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 18: Burnt mound at Thornton Rust Springs. Photographed before recent 

enclosure and consequent growth of heather. Compare with Image Nos 9 and 10 above. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 19: As last, earlier field visit. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 20: A second of the nine burnt mounds hat Thornton Rust Moor. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 21: The spring rise above the Shooting hut. Compare with photos 5009 

and 5013. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 22: Late Neolithic/early bronze age finds from eroded slope above the 

Shooting Hut (Musgrove Collection). 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 23: Selected finds. Stake Fell Area, for details of the multi period lithic 

finds from this area see Laurie 2003 figure 65. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 24: Chert core fragment and chert rhomboidal microlith of Later 

Mesolithic character from area of smaller unenclosed settlement above Gayle Ing. The heavy core 

fragment shows several flake removal scars, bulb of percussion and extensive pressure retouch to form 

flake knife. This is of later prehistoric date. 

 



Record Number 774 >>> Image 25: Chert rhomboidal microlith backed on three sides. From the smaller 

settlement. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 26: Detail from Location Map, see above image 17, to show detail of the 

smaller settlement visited by the Group. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 27: Chert core.From the smaller settlement. Photo Doug Waugh. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 28: Lithic finds from Stake Fell Area. For details of the multi period 

lithic finds from this area see Laurie 2003 figure 65. 



 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 29: Thornton Rust springs. Oncolite rich spring stream. 

 
Record Number 774 >>> Image 30: Primula farinosa. Thornton Rust Springs.



Record Name: Stone walled settlements and associated rectangular field system at Stollerston Stile. 
SWAAG ID Number: 775 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-05 16:54:59 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Settlement 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2014-02-05 
Location: Stollerston Stile. Walled pastures on both Grinton and Ellerton Abbey sides of the Parish 

boundary wall at Stollerston Stile. 
Civil Parish: Grinton 
British National Grid: SE 059 977 
Altitude: 200m 
Geology: Morainic drift over quarried flagstones. 
Description: Settlements and associated field system in the walled pastures at 200m AOD on both Grinton 

and Ellerton Abbey sides of the Parish Boundary centred at Stollerston Stile photographed under light 

snow conditions. The settlement cores include visible round house bases. 

Unsurveyed.  
Dimensions: See photos 
Additional Notes: The settlement enclosures and stone embanked field boundaries within the present day 

pastures on the Grinton side of the Parish Boundary are reasonably well preserved. Settlement enclosures 

and field banks on the Ellerton side of the Parish Boundary have been slighted by stone quarrying activity 

but nevertheless are reasonably well preserved. 
SWAAG Site: Cogden Hall 
Last Update: 2014-02-05 

 
Record Number 775 >>> Image 1: Settlement cores and associated field system centred at Stollerston 

Stile. Photographed under powder snow conditions from Reels Head. 



 
Record Number 775 >>> Image 2: 



Record Name: Historic landscapes of Mid Swaledale visited and seen by SWAAG members during a 

walk across Ellerton Moor in February 2014 
SWAAG ID Number: 776 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-08 15:01:25 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Standing Stones / Circles 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-02-04 
Location: Sharrow Hill, Cogden Heugh and Ellerton Moor 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 060 970 
Altitude: 340m 
Geology: Limestone, sandstone and shale strata below the Main Limestone. Mineralised faults worked for 

lead at Black Hill on Ellerton Moor. 
Description: Blessed with one of the few fine days during February 2014, a strong and lively group of 

SWAAG Members walked from Grinton to Sharrow Hill via the Smelt Mill and from thence to Cogden 

Heugh and Stollerston Beck Head,followed by a traverse of Ellerton Moor below Black Hill and returning 

by Hags Gill and the unfenced road above Black Hill. 

Fine views across the Dale to Reeth through Arkengarthdale to Stainmore  and down Dale to Marrick 

and  Downholme were highlights of the walk at all times. 

Following a walk across Grinton Moor following the track on Hirst Ridge, a prominent lateral glacial 

moraine marking the lowest of three pauses in the retreat of the Swaledale Ice to Grinton Smelt Mill, we 

climbed upwards by the ruined smelt mill flue to the limestone quarry, the 19C lime kilns and the 

adjacent earlier medieval 'sow kilns' which have produced burnt lime from the exposure of the Main 

Limestone on Sharrow Hill for the improvement of the lower pastures of Cogden since medieval time.  

The short walk across Cogden Heaugh revealed traces of Bronze Age clearance cains and banks with the 

remains of a probable burial cairn at the summit, now the site of a fenced memorial to . 

 
Additional Notes: This is an informal photographic record of a good day on the higher slopes on the 

southern side of Swaledale with fine views and a landscape full of geological, archaeological and mining 

interest. 

Image Nos 1 to 7 show some of the views across Swaledale. Perhaps the most spectacular of these is the 

distant view through Arkengarthdale of the snows of Mickle Fell some 30 miles to the NW across 

Stainmore. This view reinforces the fact the lowest route for the earliest travellers on foot across the 

Pennines from the Vale of Mowbray, and the South and East - to The Vale of Eden and to Galloway and 

to Ireland was on the line of the Badger Way which was a series of braided tracks,  which lead to Bowes, 

to Stainmore and to the Eden Valley.  

The remainder of the photographic images show details of the archaeological features to be seen on 

Ellerton Moor. 
Last Update: 2014-02-09 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 1: The group admiring the view through Arkengarthdale from the 

probable summit cairn at Cogden Heugh 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 2: The view eastward through the glacially enlarged valley of Swaledale 

from Ellerton Moor Edge to Downholme Moor. John reconstructs the evidence for final retreat of the 

Swaledale Ice. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 3: Lead mine shaft mound and remains of quarried prehistoric stone cairn 

(foreground. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 4: Lead mine shaft mound at Black Hill, near Hags Gill Bridge on 

Ellerton Moor. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 5: View from Black Hill to Fremington Edge 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 6: Reeth in winter sun and beyond to Booze Moor from Black Hill.  



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 7: View from Robin's Cross through Arkengarthdale to the distant snows 

on Mickle Fell.  

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 8: Moorland vegetation on Hirst Ridge 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 9: Onward and upward! 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 10: The climb up to the limekilns on Sharrow Hill by Grinton Smelt Mill 

Flue 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 11: Lime kilns and quarry on Sharrow Hill 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 12: The group examine one of six early limestone burning kilns or 'Sow 

Kilns' on Sharrow Hill. Lime from these kilns would have improved the pastures of Cogden for centuries. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 13: One of the Sow Kilns. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 14: I think I know what this is, I think. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 15: Fuel for the early Sow Kilns. Part burnt coal from the Preston 

Collieries. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 16: This is the first of the Burnt Mounds to have been recognised. In 

marsh near Stollerston Beck. Early photo. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 17: The Group at the largest of the Burnt Mounds here. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 18: The largest burnt mound below Black Hill, detail. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 19:  The Ellerton Moor peat infilled ice margin channel. The radio 

carbon dated pollen diagamcommissioned by the Swaledale Ancient Land Boundaries Project from this 

location demonstrated that Calluna (heather or ling) became dominant as late as 200-400AD. Before this 

and throughout the prehistoric Iron Age the landscape was very different of managed grassland with hazel 

scrub on steep limestone and upland birch/oak on the chert strata of the high plateau.  

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 20: The field system extends from Hags Gill to Stollerston Gill and from 

the limit of present day walled pastures to the upper slopes of Black Hill. Two field boundaries are 

aligned on the standing stone visible in mid distance. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 21: The standing stone with adjacent field boundaries. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 22: The standing stone showing stone packing or possible structure. This 

stone, large for the area,predates the field system and may have been set up to mark a grave. Photo Doug 

Waugh. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 23: Lunch below the Black Hill Lead Mine Level 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 24: Entrance to the Black Hill Lead Mine Level 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 25: Entrance to the Black Hill Lead Mine Level. Distracted by low flying 

aircraft. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 26: View across Blaeberry Hill and Stollerston Gill Head from Black 

Hill.  



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 27: Trace fossil on block of Richmond Chert, made by an unknown lug 

worm or similar invertebrate some 300miliion years ago 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 28: The Ellerton Moor radiocarbon dated pollen report was based on a 

column of peat taken from the peat infilled channel in the foreground. 

 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 29: Small stone dump ring bank on Black Hill. This feature is interpreted 

as a Ring Cairn or Enclosed Cremation Cemetary, the most usual funerary monument in this area of the  

Early to Mid Bronze Age. First recognised and recorded by Ric Carter. 



 
Record Number 776 >>> Image 30: Fell End in low winter sun seen from the way back to the cars.



Record Name: Ellerton Scar East. Quarries within Spring Scar Wood. Possible Goniatite fossil in 

Richmond Chert. 
SWAAG ID Number: 777 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-18 16:41:25 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geological HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2010-04-12 
Location: Spring Scar Wood 
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid: SE 090 970 
Altitude: 200m 
Geology: Loose rock of probable Richmond Chert in scree below quarried face of Main Limestone 
Description: Single spiral section of a Goniatite or Gastropod fossil (possibly Reticuloceras bilingue)  

preserved on the face of a loose slab of rock probably derived from the Richmond Chert Strata which 

overlies the sheer face of Ellerton Scar within Spring Scar Wood. 

Reference: 

British Palaeozoic Fossils p.166, plate 57, figure 4. 
Dimensions: See images 
Additional Notes: Similar fossils have been seen in debris within the quarry at Downholme. 
SWAAG Site: Ellerton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-02-18 

 
Record Number 777 >>> Image 1:  



 
Record Number 777 >>> Image 2:  

 
Record Number 777 >>> Image 3:  



 
Record Number 777 >>> Image 4:  

 
Record Number 777 >>> Image 5: Eastern section of Ellerton Scar, fossil found on slope below the cliff.



Record Name: Ancient woodland within Stainton Middle Wood. 
SWAAG ID Number: 778 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-19 11:10:48 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Tree Site Record 
Record Type: Botanical HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-02-19 
Location: Stainton Middle Wood below Spring Scar.  
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid: SE 0895 9700 
Altitude: 290m 
Geology:  a)Spring Scar: Limestone cliff formed from massively bedded strata of The Main Limestone 

with overlying strata of Richmond Cherts. b) Richmond Chert Strata which outcrop above the Main 

Limestone. c) Limestone Scree and consolidated talus below the cliff. d) Kame terrace. e) Protallus 

rampart and the glacial hill slope deposits below. All these features are within Stainton Middle Wood east 

of the Ellerton Parish Boundary. 
Description: This record will provide an introductory photographic record of the species rich coppiced 

oak /birch/hazel woodland with occasional yews which survive within Stainton Middle Wood, between 

areas of plantation or secondary woodland below the eastern section of Ellerton or Spring Scar. 

The limestone yew dominant woodland on and below the sheer face of the eastern section of Ellerton Scar 

or Spring Scar east of the Parish Boundary will form a seperate record. 
Dimensions: See photos 
Common Notable Species: Fieldwork at the location is not yet complete. Further details of the vegetation 

will be added following further recording. 

For details of the yew-rich woodland on the sheer limestone cliff named Spring Scar to the east of the 

Stainton/Ellerton Abbey Parish Boundary, see SWAAG Record No XXXX.  

For details of the woodland on and below Ellerton Scar west of the Stainton/Ellerton Boundary, see 

SWAAG Record No YYY.  
Additional Notes: The yew dominant woodland on and below Ellerton Scar to the east of the Parish 

Boundary has been recorded on SWAAG Record Nos ZZZ. 
SWAAG Site: Stainton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-02-20 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 1: Relict oak/Birch/Hazel coppice woodland with occasional large yews. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 2: Red Admiral butterfly feeding on the fermenting juices of the red 

fleshy yew arils.  



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 3: Red Admiral butterfly on yew. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 4: The Stainton Oak. The largest oak coppiced tree recognised to date in 

Swaledale. Native oaks are virtually absent from Swaledale west of Marrick. Native oaks have been 

recognised to date only at Waitegate Wood, at the head of Marske Beck, and on How Edge Scars in 

Whitsundale. 

 



Record Number 778 >>> Image 5: The Stainton Oak.  

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 6: Ellerton Scar west of the Ellerton/Stainton Parish Boundary 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 7: Ellerton Scar within Stainton Middle Wood east of the 

Ellerton/Stainton Parish Boundary. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 8: Birch, hazel and bird cherry thicket on the protallus rampart at the 

edge of the kame terrace. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 9: Birch, oak, hazel and yew coppice. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 10: Birch, hazel and yew coppice. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 11: Isolated yew in Mid Stainton Wood, detail. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 12: Isolated yew in Mid Stainton Wood, detail. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 13: Oak coppice in Mid Stainton Wood. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 14: Oak coppice in Mid Stainton Wood. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 15: Birch coppice. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 16: Birch and hazel coppice. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 17: Mature downy birch with hazel. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 18: Hazel with bird cherry. Bird cherry is present within fenced 

woodland but not in pasture will not survive where subject to grazing pressure. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 19: Yew with exposed roots, note the amount of erosion of the land 

surface- an indicator of the age of this yew. 



 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 20: Spring has arrived! But this was during 2010! Pussy willow, sallow 

or Salix caprea. 

 
Record Number 778 >>> Image 21: Sallows, both S.caprea and S. cinerea are occasionally present on and 

below the limestone cliffs of Swaledale.



Record Name: A walk by SWAAG Members To the Ship Plantation across Ellerton Moor and Stainton 

Moor via the East End Lead Mine, Juniper Gill Head and The Ship Plantation. 
SWAAG ID Number: 779 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-22 17:12:04 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: General HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-02-17 
Location: To the Ship Plantation across Ellerton Moor and Stainton Moor via the East End Lead Mine 

and Juniper Gill 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 080 960 
Altitude: 350m 
Geology: Faulted and mineralised Richmond Cherts over The Main Limestone. 
Description: Having cleared access with the Range Officer but having neglected to placate the Powers 

That Be with the customary slaughter of a chicken to ensure fine weather, a brave band of SWAAG 

Members embarked in thick fog on the circumnavigation of the high moorland fastness of the Army 

Firing Ranges east of the Grinto- Leyburn road. Our way was initially, due to fog, determined by the 

necessity of staying to the made up vehicle track from the East End Lead Mine to the White Bog and 

Stainton. We were rewarded by the opportunity to examine the extensive lead mining remains, see 

photos, which are rarely visited by the general public quite reasonably deterred by the possibility of 

meeting high velocity bullets in flight. The very extensive lead dressing floors indicate that these mines 

were very productive. 

For a detailed description of the Ellerton and Stainton lead mines, see British Geological Survey Memoir: 

Geology of the North Pennine Orefield, Vol 2: Stainmore to Craven Chapter 11. 

Two prehistoric artefacts were collected from the area of the mining ground and later identified as a 

scraper and a core. Both artefacts were of local fine grained chert. 

Despite searching the heather moorland through the fog for known archaeological features from the track, 

we were unable to find the known but elusive standing stone or to visit the cairnfield and field system on 

Juniper Gill (see SWAAG Record No YY) or the other features previously recorded. However two 

previously unrecorded stone clearance cairns were noted, see photo ZZ but it was definitely not advisable 

to leave the track the search further. 

The fog covered the lower moorland and pastures also so the Group walked across to the Ship Plantation 

above Ellerton Scar where a group of four burnt mounds were seen in the pastures and the very 

impressive embanked and ditched medieval field boundaries at the top edge of the present walled pastures 

were briefly seen. The post medieval boundaries of this area are depicted on a surviving map dated 1694 

reproduced by Andrew Fleming as Figure 5.3 in his 'Swaledale' book.  However the very large bank abd 

ditched boundary which was observed to cross the enclosed fields, see Image Nos XX which extends 

below the enclosure wall westward across the moor for a KM or so before descending to Ellerton is not 

depicted on this map and clearly predates both the present day stone enclosure walls and the 1694 

boundaries. 

Lunch was taken in the shelter of a small quarry at the top of Ellerton Scar. We adjudged the narrow 

foorpath whch traverses the very edge of the sheer cliff of Ellerton Scar to be too dangerous in mist and 

returned in safety well away from the top of the Scar without seeing the views. In fact we were able to see 

very little during the walk but despite this all were in good spirits and probably enjoyed the experience of 

moorland atmosphere in fog precisely for the reason of the impossible conditions. 
Dimensions: The total distance walked was in the region of 5 miles. 
Additional Notes: For benefit of all who participated in this walk, I have included a number of survey 

plans and photographs of the archaeological landscapes which were entirely invisible during the walk. 

These earlier images can be distinguished from those of the walk in the mist as they were taken in 

sunshine. 
Last Update: 2014-02-23 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 1: The walk commenced on the fire track road which traverses the East 

End Lead Mining Ground. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 2: The East End Lead Mining Ground. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 3: Ruin of a mine shop once the only surface shelter at this work place. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 4: Galena and calcite or barite was not difficult to find on the extensive 

lead ore dressing floors. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 5: Galena and calcite or barite  

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 6: Swarms of shallow pits or 'scrins' denote medieval exploitation of the 

lead flatt deposits in the Richmond Chert and top beds of the Main Limestone which predates the sinking 

of the deeper mine shafts. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 7: Swarms of shallow pits or 'scrins'  

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 8: Very large sink or swallow holes provide gateways to the watery 

underworld.  



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 9: The sink or swallow holes mark the upper outcrop of The Main 

Limestone overlain by deep glacial drift deposits. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 10: The Group explore the larger lead shaft mounds in mist 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 11: THe Group examines one of the extensive lead dressing floor heaps. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 12: Standing stone on the interfluve Ure/Swale interfluve above Juniper 

Gill with views north westward through Arkengarthdale to Stainmore and the high fells above the Vale of 

Eden. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 13: This great slab of sandstone, probably originally erected during the 

early bronze age as a waymark has been included (BS No 8 on Col. Bruce Donald's Map, see Image No 

18 below) within the series of boundary stones between the estates of Erle Drax (Ellerton) and Simon 

Scrope (Castle Bolton). 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 14: The top surface of the standing stone has been cup marked.I have 

questioned my initial contention that this rock was cup marked on grounds that the cups are probably 

natural weathering but this old photo indicates that my original conclusion was probably correct 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 15: Round cairn on the spur above Juniper Gill. Quarried and re-used as 

a shelter recently. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 16: The same round cairn. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 17: Three aligned cairns on the spur above Juniper Gill. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 18: Boundary stones on Ellerton Moor. Col Bruce Donald's Location 

Map. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 19: Prehistoric and Later Settlements at the White Bog, Stainton Moor. 

Surveyed within the Swaledale Ancient land Boundaries Project, 1994 and see Fleming 1998, Figure 8.3. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 20: Four burnt mounds at Spring Rise, in walled pastures east of the Ship 

Plantation. Location Plan. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 21: Burnt Mound No 1 at the spring rise. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 22: Burnt Mound Nos 2-4 on the west bank of the spring stream 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 23: Stainton 1694. Fleming 1998 Figure 5.3 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 24: Peter interprets the initials of estate owners on the boundary stone: 

ED, Erle Drax. SS, Simon Scrope. S, Swale. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 25: The Ship Plantation, Swaledale landmark, appears out of the mist. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 26: This old larch in the Ship Plantation has seen many winters worse 

than this. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 27: Ellerton Scar. View from the path which traverses the top edge of the 

Scar with Eddie Parker, oblivious of risk, photographing the isolated limestone stack with prostrate 



junipers. 

 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 28: Prostrate junipers on summit of isolated stack. Late glacial survivors 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 29: The view through Swaledale from the narrow track on Ellerton Scar. 



 
Record Number 779 >>> Image 30: The Group plod a weary return to civilisation passing the roofless 

ruin of the Mine Shop, perhaps imagining hearing a faint echo of a miners ghostly psalm. 



Record Name: Stainton Lead Smelting Mill  
SWAAG ID Number: 780 
Recorded Date: 2014-02-27 10:55:38 
Recorded by: Alan and Judith Mills 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Mining 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2012-07-15 
Location: Stainton Moor 
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid: SE 08897 95124 
Altitude: 313m 
Description: Alan Mills & Richard Smith visited Stainton Moor on 15th July 2012 under the supervision 

of Range Marshall W/O Martin Robinson, no.4 Stainton. 

 

 

What follows is from Richard's notebook.  

 

 

We located the probable site of the Stainton lead smelting mill as shown on the 1st ed OS map (SE 08897 

95124 313m), at the end of a broad grass track and on the South bank of the beck. There was some raised 

ground which may be collapsed walls (see photo 1) but otherwise there were few traces to be seen. 

However, a possible leat led down from a clearly defined dam (see photo 2) with a secondary overflow / 

spillway down to the beck above the mill. See the plan of the site. 

 

 

No slag was found although a clay brick with no markings was found in the beck by the mill. About 30m 

below the mill was a fragment of blue & white "Willow Pattern" pottery perhaps from a teapot or vase. 

 

 

About 200m below the mill was a flat grassy area (SE 08990 95196), shown on the 1st ed OS map, which 

had a protecting trench around it (also shown on the 1st ed OS). There were a few scattered pieces of coal 

here. The purpose of this area is not known. 

 

 

We later visited Wyville Level (SE 09384 95803 285m) which is collapsed and has a long ca. 50m trench 

to the portal - it is possibly a development of an earlier opencast working. (see photos 3 & 4). It looks as 

if the apparent collapse is in fact part of the earlier working and that the level goes underneath. Only 

about one foot of the top of the arch is evident. 

 

 

On the way back we went on to Bail Hill (SE 09767 96419 283m) and found one piece of slagged stone 

(see photos 5 & 6) and bits of red stone. The hill is heavily grassed and the only exposure was as a result 

of rabbit burrowing. 

 

 

The area to the NW was investigated but all of the fell is heavily grassed with with thick sod overburden.  

 

 
SWAAG Site: Stainton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-02 



 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 1: Probable site of Stainton smelt mill; the raised ground may be the 

remains of the collapsed walls. 



 



Record Number 780 >>> Image 2: Richard Smith on the dam 

 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 3: Wyville Level portal 

 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 4: Wyville Level, trench leading to the portal 



 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 5: Lead splattered stone on Bail Hill 

 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 6: Close up of lead splattered stone on Bail Hill 



 
Record Number 780 >>> Image 7: Stainton Mill Survey



Record Name: Ellerton Priory Geophysical Survey Phase 1 
SWAAG ID Number: 781 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-01 07:00:12 
Recorded by: Stephen Eastmead 
Category: Geophysical Record 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2014-02-28 
Location: Ellerton Priory - west field 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 0770 9727 
Altitude: 180 
Description: Ellerton Priory west field geophysical survey phase 1 (interim data) shows the primary data 

from a gradiometer survey using a Bartington 601-2 instrument. 

The survey will be published at a later date and submitted to the Heritage Gateway via OASIS. 

Copies of the report will be made available through the Heritage Gateway, the YDNPA HER and by 

SWAAG.  

 

 

This survey is taking place in association with the YDNPA and English Heritage. 
Dimensions: Approximately 4 hectares 
Last Update: 2014-03-02 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 1: Major Features 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 2: Major Features Index 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 3: Gradiometer survey 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 4: GPS Survey 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 5: Gradiometer data with GPS survey overlay 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 6: Google Earth view of field 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 7: Google Earth view with gradiometer data overlay 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 8: Strong and dipolar magnetic anomalies 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 9: Positive magnetic anomalies 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 10: Negative magnetic anomalies 



 
Record Number 781 >>> Image 11: Magnetic anomalies



Record Name: A brief account of the Geology of Ellerton by John Russell. 
SWAAG ID Number: 782 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-04 12:40:47 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geological HER 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2014-03-04 
Location: Swaledale in the vicinity of Ellerton Abbey 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 075 972 
Altitude: 200m 
Geology: See attached Text: 'A brief account of the Geology of Ellerton' by John Russell (Image Nos 1 

and 2) Explanatory Figure(Image No 3) and Photographs (Image Nos 4-7).  
Description: This Record comprises a brief account of the Geology and Late Glacial Landforms of the 

Lower Swale Valley together with an illustrative sketch and photographic images of the Recessional 

Moraine and Recessionary Collapse Structure  in the vicinity of Swale Farm and of Ellerton Abbey.  
Additional Notes: Please click on Images 1 and 2 to read text. 
Last Update: 2014-03-04 



 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 1:  



 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 2:  



 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 3:  

 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 4: The valley floor at Ellerton Abbey. To the right of the trees the 

ploughed field shows dark lacustrine sediments. The wooded bank on the northern side of the River 

Swale is formed by strata of the Middle Limestone. 



 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 5: The recessional moraine. Horses graze on the water worn terraces. 

 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 6: Swale Farm pastures. Glacial melt water channel to the right of the 

drystone wall. 



 
Record Number 782 >>> Image 7: Rotational structures above the south bank of the Swale at Swale Farm



Record Name: Mines on Stainton Moor 
SWAAG ID Number: 783 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-04 17:36:38 
Recorded by: Alan and Judith Mills 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Mining 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-03 
Location: Stainton Moor 
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid: SE 08890 95568 
Altitude: 308m 
Description: Two levels on Stainton Moor are noted below. 

 

Wyvill's Level (SE 09384 95803 285m) 

 

 The level, which has collapsed, has a long ca. 50m trench to the portal - this is perhaps the result of  

earlier opencast working. (see photos 1 & 2). It is possible that the apparent collapse is in fact a 

continuation of this earlier working and that the level goes underneath. Only about one foot of the top of 

the arch is evident. The absence of galena in the tips indicates that the level did not reach the vein (1). 

(Note that Wyville Level is also referred to in record 780 but is repeated here for completeness). 

 

 

Dagget's Level (SE 08890 95568 308m) 

 

 Photo 3 shows the portal and photo 4 the spoil tips. The spoil tips are not very large suggesting that the 

mine itself was not very large, although the presence of galena indicates that the level did reach the vein 

(1). 

 

 

Dunham & Wilson (1) suggest that these workings are the eastern-most of those related to the Great Stork 

Vein and associated strings. 

 

 

(1) British Geological Survey, "The Geology of the Northern Pennine Orefield" Vol 2, p180, 1985 

 

 

Images 1-3 by Alan Mills, image 4 by Doug Waugh 

 
SWAAG Site: Stainton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-04 



 
Record Number 783 >>> Image 1: Wyvill's Level portal 

 
Record Number 783 >>> Image 2: Wyvill's Level: the trench leading to the portal 



 
Record Number 783 >>> Image 3: Dagget's Level portal 

 
Record Number 783 >>> Image 4: Tips at Dagget's Level



Record Name: Ellerton Moor. Juniper Gill West Side. Fine multi purpose scraper/burin of Neolithic or 

Earlier Bronze Age character. Stray find.  
SWAAG ID Number: 784 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-05 10:39:42 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Lithic Find / Scatter 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2013-03-03 
Location: Ellerton Moor. Juniper Gill. Footpath at top edge of west bank. 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 07546 96006 
Altitude: 350m 
Geology: Namurian strata above the Main Limestone: Richmond Cherts and Crow Limestone. 
Description: Large scraper/burin/spoke shave multi purpose compound tool of unpatinated grey/black 

flint. Stray find. This very interesting artefact was located on a narrow sheep track in thick heather  at the 

top of the western edge of Juniper Gill during one of a series of SWAAG Archaeological field walks 

across the the Army Ranges on the southern edge of Lower Swaledale. 

It may not be fortuitous that this fine object was located less than 100m to the north of a large but 

inconspicuous ring work interpreted as a ring cairn (or enclosed cremation cemetery) of earlier bronze age 

character located at the top of Juniper Gill, see plan. 

An alternative interpretation for this isolated ring work could be as an unenclosed round house associated 

with the cairnfield settlement complex located on the summit of the high moorland spur to the west of 

Juniper Gill, see attached location plan.  

The character of this large scraper/burin and black translucent flint material is identical to the collection 

of similar artefacts located above Calvert Houses further west in Upper Swaledale and on display at the 

Swaldale Museum at Reeth. 
Dimensions: See photgraphs 
Additional Notes: This artefact is in pristine condition, having been buried under thin peat and just 

recently been exposed by animal traffic on a narrow sheep track. No other artefacts were located at this 

vicinity although two artefacts of comparable or earlier age, one a chert scraper, the other a chert core 

with blade scar removals were found during the previous walk on Ellerton Moor. See later SWAAG 

Record. 

 
SWAAG Site: Ellerton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-05 



 
Record Number 784 >>> Image 1: The Juniper Gill scraper/burin. Dorsal view. 



 
Record Number 784 >>> Image 2: The Juniper Gill scraper/burin. Ventral view. 



 
Record Number 784 >>> Image 3: Location Plan. Archaeological sites eastward from Hags Gill to the 

Ship Plantation above Ellerton Scar. 

 
Record Number 784 >>> Image 4: Bronze age cairnfield settlement complex and other sites at 350m 

AOD west of Juniper Gill.Location of sites. TCL walkover GPS survey. Army Ranges, access only by 

written permission.



Record Name: Photographs taken during SWAAG return walk to Stainton Moor.  
SWAAG ID Number: 785 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-06 11:14:15 
Recorded by: David Saville 
Category: Photographic Record 
Record Type: General HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-03 
Location: Stainton Moor 
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid:    
Description: Some photographs taken during the SWAAG return walk to the army ranges on Stainton 

Moor. This was a follow up to the original visit two weeks earlier that was impacted by dense fog. 

The weather on our return was much more pleasant with mixed sun and cloud. 

Links to database records 783, 784, 786 and ...   
SWAAG Site: Stainton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-06 

 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 1: Burn sandstone from Burnt Mound near to start of walk. 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 2: Peering inside the portal of Wyville's Level 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 3: Ferns hanging inside Dagget's Level portal (can anyone identify 

them?) 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 4: Common Lizard near Dagget's Level 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 5: Circular lichen (Rhizocarpon petraeum?) 

 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 6: Chert scraper in situ (see db record 784) 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 7: Junipers growing in Juniper Gill (see db record 786) 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 8: Lepidodendron root impression. 

Lepidodendron are an extinct genus of tree-sized plants from the Carboniferous and are related to modern 

day club mosses. They lived in swamps and helped to form the Carboniferous coal deposits. 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 9: Large cup marked stone showing visibility right across to Teeside 



 
Record Number 785 >>> Image 10: Boundary stone



Record Name: Juniper woodland both relict native and recently planted at Juniper Gill. 
SWAAG ID Number: 786 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-06 11:44:35 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Tree Site Record 
Record Type: Botanical HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-03 
Location: Ellerton Moor. Juniper Gill. 
Civil Parish: Ellerton Abbey 
British National Grid: SE 078 962 
Altitude: 240m 
Geology: Stream cut ravine through glacial drift.  
Description: This is an initial record of the small group of approximately 10 very fine native juniper 

bushes which have survived on the eastern bank of Juniper Gill. This record is to be considered together 

with the equally interesting and successful re-colonisation of the Gill with large numbers of juniper 

seedling  bushes germinated from seed collected from the native bushes the Gill by  Defence Estates 

Forestry Scientists.  

More details to follow later. 
Dimensions: See photographs. 
Additional Notes: Defence Estates are to be congratulated for their successful and entirely appropriate 

replanting of Juniper Gill with junipers propagated from seed collected from bushes within the Gill. The 

success at Juniper Gill includes effective protection of the young seedlings from starving rabbits. 

This planting programme could and must form the model for replanting areas of Swaledale where 

junipers once grew and areas which are currently infected at dire risk and which will soon be decimated 

by the airborne spore infection of Phytopthora austrocedrae pathogen which has been introduced to 

Britain from Patagonia where this scourge is endemic. 
SWAAG Site: Ellerton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-06 

 
Record Number 786 >>> Image 1: Ellerton Moor. Army Firing Range Area. The remnant group of native 

Juniper bushes in Juniper Gill. 



 
Record Number 786 >>> Image 2: Area with recently planted junipers protected by fencing and rabbit 

proof wire mesh tubes. 

 
Record Number 786 >>> Image 3: Juniper Gill from the west. 



 
Record Number 786 >>> Image 4: Detail of one of the largest junipers and other trees in Juniper Gill.



Record Name: Swaag Group visit to the defended settlement or univallate hill fort of Iron Age date on 

How Hill, Downholme the open settlement complex above Sidebank Wood and to the Bronze Age 

cairnfield, burnt mound and rock art sites on Downholme Moor 
SWAAG ID Number: 787 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-20 11:20:46 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Earthworks 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-18 
Location: Downholme Moor and How Hill, Downholme 
Civil Parish: Downholme 
British National Grid: SE 108 980 
Altitude: 250m 
Geology: A small quarry on the south slope of How Hill, Downholme exposes steeply dipping strata of 

the main Limestone on the southern limb of a tight fold probably associated with the Stockdale fault 

system. This fine isolated hill at the junction of the Downholme Valley with Lower Swaledale is formed 

by the folding of the hard limestone strata and has survived glaciation.  

Downholme Quarry, visited by the Group, provides one of the best opportunities in Swaledale to view the 

sheer face of the massively bedded Main Limestone with overlying thin bedded mudstone,sandstone and 

chert strata of the Main Chert Series. 

The Main Limestone forms a fine vertical cliff with many yews within Sidebank Wood which can be well 

seen from Downholme Bridge. The slopes above Side Bank Wood are composed of the Richmond Chert 

Series with the rather thin Crow Limestone exposed at a quarry close to the Hudswell Road. 

The extensive surface remains of the White Earth Lead Mine on the open fell east of the Quarry were also 

seen during the walk. 
Description: This informal record provides a photographic account of the features seen during a walk on a 

wild wet and  windy day in March, but later brilliant sunshine provided a fine rainbow constantly present 

to lighten our hearts and lift the spirits from the summit of How Hill. 

Our thanks are to James and Joyce Sunter for allowing access to their Farm during the lambing season 

and to Defence Estates for their thoughtful provision of the permissive footpath across Sidebank and for 

permission to access to the training area. 

For details of the geological and lead mining feature seen during the walk see captions to the 

photographs. For the the Locations of the very many archaeological features visited, see the attached walk 

over Survey Plan and Gazetteer of Sites (TCL Reports to the CTA Conservation Group,1987 and 

subsequent)submitted preparatory to the subsequent Instrument Survey commissioned from Wessex 

Archaeology (survey by NAA) by Defence Estates.  
Dimensions: See images 
Additional Notes: This walk was undertaken in initially in the face of driving wind, occasional rain and 

later by brilliant sunshine. My photographs were spoiled by rain on the lens and I have used several 

photos from earlier visits under good conditions.  

For further detail on the sites within Downholme CP visited during this SWAAG excursion see the 

following SWAAG Database Records: 

Record No 23 Burnt mound at SE 119980 

Record No 186 Botanical. Red Scar. 

Record No 197 Botanical White Scar 

Record No 224 Yew rich woodland on White Scar 

Record No 398 Early medieval farmstead settlement Downholme Park 

Record No 399 Open settlement above Sidebank Wood with location map and gazetteer 

Record No 400 Open settlement above Sidebank Wood further detail and images. 

Record No 401 How Hill. Defended settlement or univallate hill fort. 

Record No 768 St Michael's Church. Celtic Stone Head and Medieval Stone Portrait Heads.  

Record No 769 Downholme Quarry, fossils and lime kiln. 

 
Last Update: 2014-03-21 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 1: View northward from How Hill with rainbow and Jacqui. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 2: The limekiln below Downholme Quarry operated until the 1940's. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 3: The permissive footpath passes below the quarry. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 4: Detail of the quarry face with strata of the Main Chert series overlying 

the Main Limestone. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 5: This fossil is a precursor to the present day Nautilus and provisionally 

identified as the Goniatite: Reticuloceras reticulatum (or R. bilingue). 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 6: Swaag, a hardy crowd, leaving the quarry for the open moor. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 7: Swaag, diverted to see the limekiln and pressed on... 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 8: Stone founded round house within a levelled or 'scooped' enclosure of 

Late Iron Age character  above Downholme Quarry. The most southerly of a total of nine small 

farmstead settlements above Side Bank Wood visited during the walk. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 9: The group walk past one of the nine small farmstead settlements (Site 

8 on the Location Map and Gazetteer, see SWAAG Record No  ) of Late Iron Age character which have 

survived on the open grassland above Side Bank Wood.  

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 10: The Group examine one of the three small cup marked rocks on 



Downholme Moor to the sound of a sky lark high in the sky. A wonder indeed on this wild March day. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 11: The cup marked rock. Detail. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 12: First evidence of Late Mesolithic activity in this area. Ric's 

photograph of the two quartzite artefacts, a micro saw and a micro burin, that he collected from molehills 

on Downholme Moor, these finds will be the subject of a separate formal record on the SWAAG 

Database.  



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 13: The group return to Downholme for lunch. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 14: The approach to How Hill from Stop Bridge Lane. The quarry can be 

seen to the left of the old crab apple tree. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 15: The group fossicking at the base of the steeply dipping limestone 

strata exposed in the quarry on the southern flank of How Hill. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 16: How Hill Quarry showing the sharply folded strata of the Main 

Limestone.  



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 17: The grey cushions of the fruiting moss: Grimmia pulvinata on 

limestone. Not Mnium as my stated identification, apologies. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 18: The bank and ditch of the univallate hill fort or defended enclosure 

are well preserved on the northern and eastern perimeter of How Hill. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 19: The bank and ditch of the univallate hill fort or defended enclosure 

are well preserved on the northern and eastern perimeter of How Hill. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 20: The bank and ditch of the univallate hill fort or defended enclosure 

are well preserved on the northern and eastern perimeter of How Hill. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 21: Doug Waugh's photograph of the group enjoying the view eastwards 

towards Downholme from the earthworks on How Hill. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 22: The group examine a very substantial rectangular building and 

associated field system on the summit of How Hill 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 23: The group examine the multi period cultivation terraces, rig and 

furrow and other cultivation features which cover the western, southern and eastern slopes of How Hill. 

Photo: Doug Waugh. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 24: The group examine the multi period cultivation terraces, rig and 



furrow and other cultivation features on the lower slopes of the eastern side of How Hill. Photo: Doug 

Waugh. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 25: Sidebank. View northward beyond Marske to Holgate How from the 

unfenced road to Hudswell. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 26: Burnt Mound at spring rise on Downholme Moor, several stone 

cairns nearby. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 27: Sidebank. Pencil sketch by Eileen.A. Laurie, 1990, to show the 

disposition of the small farmstead settlements and the field system on Downholme Moor. Hill fort on 

How Hill in distance. Sketch based on the location map below. 

 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 28: Sidebank. Location Map to show disposition of settlements and 

numbering of features. For the gazetteer of sites see SWAAG Record No 399. 



 
Record Number 787 >>> Image 29: The walk concluded with a visit to the small church of St Michael 

located at a distance from the village of Downholme. We speculate that the presence of a stone severed 

head of prehistoric iron age character built into the masonry of the west gable of the church may indicate 

the onetime presence of a shrine attended by the inhabitants of the settlement on How Hill.  

 



Record Number 787 >>> Image 30: The severed head was a significant cult object during the European 

Iron Age. Reference: Jackson,S., 1973. 'Celtic and Other Stone Heads'. (Bradford). This sinister crude 

stone head contrasts strongly with the medieval stone portrait heads which are such a charming feature of 

the architecture of the church



Record Name: Supplemental photographs of SWAAG walk around Downholme, see #787 
SWAAG ID Number: 788 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-22 18:20:06 
Recorded by: David Saville 
Category: Photographic Record 
Record Type: Miscellaneous 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-18 
Location: Downholme Moor and How Hill, Downholme 
Civil Parish: Downholme 
British National Grid:    
Description: Supplemental photographs takend during a SWAAG walk around Downholme on 18 March 

2014. For further details of the main entry for this walk see  database record 787. 
SWAAG Site: Downholme Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-25 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 1: Goniatite in fallen block of rock at Downholme Quarry 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 2: View of White Scar from the MOD permissive footpath 

 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 3: Cup marked rock on Downholme Moor 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 4: Downholme Quarry with lime kiln below. The massively bedded Main 

Limestone forms the lower half of the quarry face with the more thinly bedded Main Chert series above 

 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 6: The anticline of How Hill with Downholme village in the background 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 7: A cushion foming moss on How Hill; identified by Tim as Grimmia 

pulvinata (Grey-cushioned Grimmia or Hedgehog Moss). 

 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 8: The bank and ditch on How Hill 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 9: View across to lower Swaledale from How Hill 

 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 10: Rainbow over lower Swaledale 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 11: Tim posing in front of ancient tree. 



 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 12: Celtic head incorporated in Downholme Church wall. 

 
Record Number 788 >>> Image 13: Old stained glass in Downhome churce



Record Name: The Greta Bridge cist cover decorated in the cup and ring tradition. 
SWAAG ID Number: 789 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-24 17:46:21 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Rock Art 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public 
Record Date: 2014-03-23 
Location: Barnard Castle.The Bowes Museum Grounds  
Civil Parish: Barnard Castle 
British National Grid: NZ 056 163 
Altitude: 160m 
Geology: Out of context. N/A 
Description: This interesting slab of sandstone was located some 400m east of Greta Bridge during 

widening of the A66 road. It was stated to have formed the cover to a Roman grave. I have not seen any 

formal report on the circumstances of the excavation of this slab which had originally formed the cover 

slab to a stone cist grave of late Neolithic or early Bronze Age date, and reused for a Roman burial some 

2000 years later. 

Sandstone slabs similar to this have been recognised elsewhere in Teesdale, for example the very fine 

Gainford Stone located during excavations for a sewer or water main at Gainford, also on display at the 

Bowes Museum. This fine cist cover is decorated with cup and rings on one face and with simple cups 

and grooves on the other face, similar to this Greta Bridge stone. It is possible that the Greta Bridge stone 

is also decorated on both faces. 

See Beckensall and Laurie, 1998. 'The Prehistoric Rock Art of County Durham, Swaledale and 

Wensleydale for details of this and of two other cist covers with similar cup and ring decoration from Mid 

Teesdale, namely the Gainford Stone and a fine cist cover slab which survives at the edge of a fenced 

plantation on the northern side of Thorsgill near Egglestone Abbey. 
Dimensions: See photos 
Last Update: 2014-03-24 



 
Record Number 789 >>> Image 1: The Greta Bridge stone is now in the grounds of the Bowes Museum. 



 
Record Number 789 >>> Image 2: Careful examination will reveal the presence of small chevron 

markings with small cups, close to the edge of the cist slab (in shadow on these photos) 

 
Record Number 789 >>> Image 3:  



 
Record Number 789 >>> Image 4: 



Record Name: Burnt mound within ancient alder woodland at spring rise in New Pasture, Braidley, Cover 

Head. 
SWAAG ID Number: 790 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-24 18:23:09 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Burnt Mound 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-03-24 
Location: Coverdale Head. Braidley, Low Pasture. 
Civil Parish: Carlton Highdale 
British National Grid: SE 03561 79603 
Altitude: 303m 
Geology: Spring rise. Glacial drift over the Middle Limestone. 
Description: This medium size burnt mound was recognised during the recording of a number of fine old 

alder coppice and pollards on the southern side of the River Cover at Braidley. The burnt mound which 

measures approximately 8m * 6m overall is located on a the banks of one of the many spring streams or 

seepages which drain the north facing slopes of New Pasture.       
Dimensions: 8m*6m*.5m high 
Additional Notes: Much burnt stone visible in mole hills, entirely turf covered. This burnt mound is 

located within an area of ancient alderwood as indeed were all burnt mounds similarly located withi alder 

woods at spring flushes or streams on glacial till on the Dale Sides. 

The significance of alder groves to the Celtic or Druidical Religion is well known and may be a memory 

of the ritual use of these sweat house sites at spring rises in alder groves during the early bronze age. See 

Alex Loktionov 2013. The Post Hole Issue 26, pp20-33.'Something for everyone: a ritualistic 

interpretation of Bronze Age burnt mounds from an ethnographic perspective. 

http://www.theposthole.org/ 
Last Update: 2016-04-05 

 
Record Number 790 >>> Image 1: This small burnt mound is located within relict alder wood on the 

south side of the River Cover at Braidley. 



 
Record Number 790 >>> Image 2: The burnt mound 

 
Record Number 790 >>> Image 3: The burnt mound



Record Name: Large iron bloomery site above the south bank of Turn Beck within Spring Wood, an 

extensive area of managed ancient alder coppice woodland 
SWAAG ID Number: 791 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-27 15:26:14 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Industrial Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-03-26 
Location: Coverdale. Gammersgill, Spring Wood, South side of Turn Beck. 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid:    
Altitude: 330m AOD 
Geology: Glacial Drift over the Underset Limestone. 
Description: Large horseshoe shaped mound of iron slag approximately size 10m*10m*1.2m high 

overall. This mound, which is entirely vegetated with bright green turf, is very conspicuous among the 

Juncus diffusus marsh. The slag heap marks the presence of an iron smelting industry within an area with 

many ancient coppiced alders known as Spring Wood. This Iron Bloomery Site may well have used 

charcoal from the nearby alder coppice woodland however no charcoal pits or platforms have been 

recognised within the area on the OS Map marked Spring Wood so far. 

Alders survive today only at stream sides lower down and within the steep sided Gills, during the 

Medieval Period of iron smelting the whole area would have been wooded. 

 
Dimensions: 10m *10m *1.2m high overall. Approx. 
Additional Notes: Similar iron bloomery mounds are frequent in Upper Teesdale where they have been 

dated to the 12C (Gledhill, 2002) and in Weardale. Bloomery sites are rather scarce throughout 

Wensleydale and Swaledale where iron bloomery sites may be associated with farmstead settlements of 

Early Medieval Date. Reference: Gledhill, T. 2002. 'Investigation of Early Iron Working in Upper 

Teesdale.' Privately Published. 
Last Update: 2014-03-27 

 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 1: The prominent green turf covered mound of iron slag is a horseshoe 

shaped discard heap located around a small centrally located bowl furnace. 



 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 2: The mound is located above Turn Beck, note the alders lower 

downstream 

 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 3: View eastward. 



 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 4: View southward. Coverdale in distance. 

 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 5: View southward. Coverdale in distance. 



 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 6: Alderwood survives today only at stream sides and within steep sided 

ravines. 

 
Record Number 791 >>> Image 7: 



Record Name: Stainton Moor. The fossil  compound coral, Lithostrotion sp., on small fragment of fire 

cracked stone. 
SWAAG ID Number: 792 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-28 11:49:35 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geological HER 
Site Access: Army Range 
Record Date: 2014-03-24 
Location: Stainton Moor, The White Bog. Burnt mound close to track. 
Civil Parish: Stainton 
British National Grid: SE 094 958 
Altitude: 260m 
Geology: Namurian sandstone, possibly the Ten Fathom Grit above The Main Limestone. 
Description: This fossil preserved on a small fragment of fire cracked sandstone was recognised by Mrs 

Shirley Gale during the recent visit by SWAAG members to the Army Ranges on Stainton Moor. The 

fossil was recognised at a large burnt mound, part quarried for road stone, located close to the Bronze 

Age settlement complex located north of the track at The White Bog. 
Dimensions: See  photos 
SWAAG Site: Stainton Moor 
Last Update: 2014-03-28 

 
Record Number 792 >>> Image 1: Fragment of fire cracked sandstone from burnt mound with 

Lithostrotion sp. Photo Shirley Gale. 



 
Record Number 792 >>> Image 2: Swaag Members on the track at The White Bog, approaching the 

findsite 



Record Name: Coverdale. Penhill South West Slope. Burnt mound at Slantgate Well. 
SWAAG ID Number: 793 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-30 14:48:21 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Burnt Mound 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2005-01-01 
Location: Penhill South West Slope. Slantgate Well Springs 
Civil Parish: Carlton Town 
British National Grid: SE 046 853 
Altitude: 450m 
Geology: Spring rise below the Main Limestone. 
Description: Large isolated* burnt mound. On eastern bank of small sike just below the spring line in 

open pasture. 

This burnt mound is prominent and can be seen from a distance. 

 

 

 

 

*No other prehistoric sites recorded in the vicinity except burnt mounds. 

 

This large burnt mound, one of at least five burnt mounds on the southern slopes of Penhill was first 

noted many years ago and needs updated survey to determine whether other evidence for contemporary 

Bronze Age activity exists in this vicintity. 
Additional Notes: The only evidence for prehistoric settlement and other activity located to date on the 

south facing upper slopes of Penhill are the five burnt mounds, see SWAAG Record Nos 54,55  ) a few 

lithic finds near the Mill Race and a slight field system on  open moorland at around 400m on Little 

Penhill. 
Last Update: 2014-03-30 

 
Record Number 793 >>> Image 1: Slantgate Well Springs. View of the burnt mound and westward 

towards Coverhead. 



 
Record Number 793 >>> Image 2: Slantgate, BM in mid distance, spring mound in foreground. 

SE046853



Record Name: Coverdale. Penhill South Slope. Very large burnt mound at Brown Knots Springs. 
SWAAG ID Number: 794 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-30 15:31:29 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Burnt Mound 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2006-04-01 
Location: Coverdale. Melmerby Moor. Springs below Brown Knots 
Civil Parish: Not known 
British National Grid: SE 056 860 
Altitude: 410m 
Geology: Spring rise below Underset Limestone. 
Description: Very large isolated* burnt mound, among the largest of these sites in Wensleydale. 

 

Further visit required to survey the vicinity of this site and to update the site photographs. 

 

*No other prehistoric sites located in the vicinity of this burnt mound except lithic finds below near The 

Mill Race and other widely spaced burnt mounds at and above 400m on the southern slopes of Penhill. 

 
Dimensions: 18m*10m*2.5m high approx 
Additional Notes: This burnt mound is one of the largest of these sites in the NE Pennine Dales. The 

presence of a total of at least five burnt mounds (one site 500m west of Howden Lodge, see SWAAG 54, 

ne site at Slantgate Well, see SWAAG793   , and two sites some 1.5km to the east at Wraykeld Well, see 

SWAAG 55  , on the southern slopes of Penhill is of particular interest. 
Last Update: 2014-03-30 

 
Record Number 794 >>> Image 1: This very large heather covered burnt mound is prominent within 

brown marsh. 



 
Record Number 794 >>> Image 2:  

 
Record Number 794 >>> Image 3: 



Record Name: An Archaeological Survey of Semerwater, Addlebrough and the Stake Road (Stake Fell) 

by Tim Laurie and Robin Minnitt prepared for the 1993 Summer Meeting of the Prehistory Society 
SWAAG ID Number: 795 
Recorded Date: 2014-03-31 15:40:25 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Settlement 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2005-01-01 
Location: Semerwater, Addlebrough, Greenber Edge and Stake Fell 
Civil Parish: Bainbridge 
British National Grid: SD 955 870 
Altitude: 420m 
Geology: Lower Carboniferous strata of the Yoredale Series capped by Namurian strata (Millstone Grit) 

on the highest ground,(Kendall and Wroot 1924) 
Description: This summary of archaeological sites which were known at 1993 across a large area of the 

Pennine Uplands which overlook Semerwater and located elsewhere in Wensleydale, was undertaken to 

provide a background briefing document for the field walk to this area by members of the Prehistory 

Society within their programmed Summer Visit to Ripon and elsewhere in Western Yorkshire. Whereas 

this Survey was put together by Robin Minnitt and Tim Laurie who were guides to the Members on the 

field excursion, we were both grateful for and acknowledge the addition of information and final editing 

of Terry Manby. 

It is considered that this briefing document will assist in introducing SWAAG Members and all those 

interested in exploring this very interesting area. 
Dimensions: See Location Maps 
Additional Notes: Since 1993, a full survey of the great stone cairn at Stony Raise and the settlement 

complex on Greenber Edge has been completed ('Settlement at Greenber Edge.' by Keith Blood and 

Derek Cater of RCHME Newcastle: RCHME Archaeological Survey Report NMR nos SD 98 NE 1, 6, 

201-4. RCHME 1996. 

Whereas at the time this survey was prepared it was accurate to introduce the text by stating that 'No 

comprehensive study of the prehistoric archaeology of Wensleydale has yet been published....', in the 

meantime Wenseydale has received fairly comprehensive attention within published works, see: 

Robert White, The Yorkshire Dales 1997, English Heritage Landscapes through Time Series, 1997. 

Batsford/English Heritage. 

T.G. Manby, Stephen Moorhouse and Patrick Ottaway, Eds 'The Archaeology of Yorkshire, An 

assessment at the end of the 21st century.'Yorkshire Archaeological Society Occasional Paper No 3, 2003 
Last Update: 2014-03-31 



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 1:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 2: Addlebrough Hill. Summit cairn. The cup marked rocks were 

originally covered within the body of a much larger cairn subsequently reduced by quarrying for nearby 

drystone walls. The trig point has now been removed. 

 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 3: Addlebrough Hill. View westward over Wensleydale from the summit 



cairn.  

 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 4:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 5:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 6:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 7:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 8:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 9:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 10:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 11:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 12:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 13:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 14:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 15:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 16:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 17:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 18:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 19:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 20:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 21:  



 
Record Number 795 >>> Image 22: 



Record Name: SWAAG Visit to Semerwater and Walk from Carpley Green to Stony Raise and Greenber 

Edge to  
SWAAG ID Number: 796 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-06 13:36:34 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Burial Mounds and Cairns 
Record Type: Archaeology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-04-01 
Location: Semerwater Lake Edge,Stony Raise Cairn and Multi period Settlements on Greenber Edge 
Civil Parish: Bainbridge 
British National Grid: SD 955 870 
Altitude: 420m 
Geology: Lower Carboniferous strata of the Yoredale Series capped by Namurian strata (Millstone Grit) 

on the highest ground,(Kendall and Wroot 1924) 
Description: This is a photographic record of a visit by SWAAG Members on a fine spring day  to 

Semerwater Lake Edge followed by a walk to see Stony Raise, one of the largest of all prehistoric cairns 

in the North of England and to visit the complex of shieling type settlements which are located at an 

elevation of 420m  over a distance of approximately 1km on the broad elevated moorland terrace to the 

east of Stony Raise Cairn.  

The Group convened at Semerwater lake Edge at 10.00am when the mists were rising and the lake very 

quiet. Semerwater Lake Edge has been the focus of prehistoric human occupation and activities from 

early post glacial time.  

Evidence for these activities include a large volume of humanly worked animal bones which arise from 

the disposal into the lake (so as not to encourage scavenging of camp sites by predators) of butchered and 

partially worked bones of different species including Red Deer, Wild Ox, wolf or Dog a microlithic 

assemblage of Later Mesolithic Character together with a fair number of arrow points of Neolithic and 

Bronze Age Date. The spectacular find from Semerwater was of a decorated bronze spearhead of Middle 

Bronze Age ,Irish Type found by a school party when the level of the Lake was lowered for dreging 

operations during 1937, beneath a flat stone close to the causeway of a probable Crannog Lake Dwelling 

(see SWAAG Record to follow). 

 

All these finds are currently on display at the Dales Countryside Museum. 

 

Lithic finds and a series of fossil finds made during this walk are to be recorded as separate records to 

follow this record. 

The Greenber Edge Settlement Complex has been surveyed by RCHME Newcastle and, in the absence of 

any excavation, they concluded that the whole complex comprises at least five prehistoric round house 

(Phase One) which underlie a Main Phase Two consisting of four distinct farmsteads each comprised of 

rectangular buildings of characteristic medieval form within curvilinear enclosuresbounded by low stone 

banks. Finally the Phase Two enclosures are overlain by ruined stone walled post medieval sheepfold 

Phase Three Structures. This phasing was acknowledged as provisional and it is possible that there exists 

an element of Romano British Occupation with circular hut structures as the one example which has been 

excavated, without record see Image No 27 below .  
Dimensions: See photos 
Additional Notes: This Record is an informal diary of features seen during the walk and should be read in 

conjunction with SWAAG Record 795 which provides further details of the sites visited, archaeological 

finds and the locations of sites in the vicinity of Semerwater. 

 

 
Last Update: 2014-04-07 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 1: Semerwater seen from the road to Carpley Green 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 2: Reflections on Semerwater and view towards Raydale. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 3: Semerwater Lake Edge with wave-cut platforms on glacial erratic 

limestone boulders. 



 



Record Number 796 >>> Image 4: Semerwater. Decorated bronze spearhead of Irish Type. Middle 

Bronze Age. Found 1937 by school party when water level lowered, below flat stone near causeway to 

possible crannog. North Shore. Now in the Hawes Museum. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 5: Humanly modified and butchered animal bones including horn cores 

and bone of wild cattle (Bos primigenius),teeth of Red Deer, dog or wolf all found at Semerwater Lake 

Edge, now in the Dales Countryside Museum, Hawes. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 6: Neolithic arrowpoints from Semerwater Lake Edge, now in the Dales 

Countryside Museum, Hawes. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 7: Mesolithic artefacts from Semerwater Lake Edge, now in the Dales 

Countryside Museum, Hawes. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 8: This was a very fine day for a walk in the Pennines! View westward 

towards Carpley Green from Greenber Edge. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 9: Possible burnt mound seen from the Stake Road. To be confirmed. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 10: Seek and ye shall find. Sometimes, when you are lucky. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 11: The Group approach Stony Raise Cairn which is heavily reduced by 

quarrying west of the stone wall which crosses the cairn. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 12: The reduced but visible perimeter of the great cairn west of the 

modern wall. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 13: Hillary considers the possible cist grave, possibly that recorded by 

Fothergill 1805 as containing  'in a hollow' possibly a cist as containing only: 'several human teeth and a 

large bead'.  (Keith Blood and Derek Cator, 1996 'Settlement at Greenber Edge' RCHME Newcastle.) 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 14: Stony Raise east of the wall. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 15: Addlebrough seen from Greenber Edge across Thornton Mire 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 16: The eastern enclosures. View towards Stony Raise. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 17: The enclosures with reduced cairn in foreground. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 18: Cist or kennel? Small cairn within the Phase 3 Enclosures. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 19: Thornton Mire and the glacial overflow channel below Greenber 

Edge seen from the track below Addlebrough and return to Carpley Green 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 20: John stands on the northern perimeter of a Phase 1 Prehistoric Round 

House. The Group stand on a Phase 2 enclosure bank. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 21: Jacqui on Phase 2 enclosure bank 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 22: Eastern half of the Greenber Edge settlement complex 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 23: Enclosures with wall passage features. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 24: Detail of wall passage 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 25: Phase 2 Medieval Rectangular building with faced wall. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 26: Hillary looks back at the Group approaching the Medieval Phase 2 

rectangular building  



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 27: Circular building, one of three conjoined circular structures. The 

interior of this structure was excavated during the excavations at Bainbridge Fort. No records exist of this 

work but the finds included Roman Pottery sherds,I was informed. 

 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 28: Phase 2 medieval rectangular building with view across Wensleydale 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 29: Ann with her lithic finds, see separate SWAAG record to follow, for 

formal photographs and details. 



 
Record Number 796 >>> Image 30: This group of five lithic finds from molehills includes a very fine 

unpatinated flint tanged arrowpoint (Green 1984,Sutton Type E barbs absent) of Late Neolithic to Mid 

Bronze Age 2500-1200BC date, a flint scraper, a white patinated flint flake and two flakes of black 

Pennine chert.



Record Name: Supplemental photographs of SWAAG walk below Stake Fell (see also #796) 
SWAAG ID Number: 797 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-08 13:19:19 
Recorded by: David Saville 
Category: Photographic Record 
Record Type: Miscellaneous 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-04-01 
Location: Greenber Edge on the North side of Stake Fell, East os Semmer Water. 
Civil Parish: Bainbridge 
British National Grid:    
Geology: Lower Carboniferous strata of the Yoredale Series 
Description: Supplemental photographs of a SWAAG walk, meeting at Semmer Water then driving to 

Carperby Green and walking along Greenber edge below Stake Fell. For full details see the main record 

#796. 
Last Update: 2014-04-08 

 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 1: A misty Semmer Water at the start of the day. 



 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 2: Setting off from Carperby Green and walking up Busk Lane. Stake fell 

is on the left. 

 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 3: Negotiating a rather soggy gate; twice! 



 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 4: Stony Raise Cairn. 

 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 5: A possible cist on Stony Raise Cairn. 



 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 6: and then we found this superb Neolithic arrowhead. 

 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 7: Remains of a possible mediaeval rectangular building on Greenber 

Edge with the glacial overflow channel of Thornton Mire below. 



 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 8: When descending a scree slope on Greenber edge we found a number 

of fossils in sandstone including what appeared to be segmented worms and a number of these pictured 

which we were unable to identify in the field.  

 

 

 
Record Number 797 >>> Image 9: Near the end of day returning on the lower slopes of Addlebrough 

back to the cars; looking SE. 



Record Name: Trace fossils seen during the walk by SWAAG members across Greenber Edge on 1st 

April 2014 
SWAAG ID Number: 798 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-10 12:06:36 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geological HER 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-04-01 
Location: Greenber Edge 
Civil Parish: Thornton Rust 
British National Grid: SD 950 870 
Altitude: 400m 
Geology: Sandstone scarp and talus below Three Yard Limestone. 
Description: Trace fossils of soft bodied marine organisms, jelly fish, possibly trails of worms and 

perhaps  crustaceans. Since these creatures are short lived the fossils must have been buried quickly 

within rapidly forming sediments. Information John Russell. 
Dimensions: See  photos 
Additional Notes: The image of the jelly fish (Image No 8) is from one of the very fine images at an open 

air preview of the Edinburgh Science Festival. 
Last Update: 2014-04-10 



 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 1: Impression of a soft bodied plant or other marine organism on 

sandstone. 



 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 2: Detail of last showing that the subject was stemmed. 

 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 3: Possible jelly fish impression. These were the most frequent fossil 

impressions seen. 



 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 4:  

 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 5:  



 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 6: Possible linear marine plant remains 

 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 7: U tube, worm trace fossil 



 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 8: Live jelly fish. Image from outdoor preview of the Edinburgh Science 

Festival 

 
Record Number 798 >>> Image 9: View eastward from the track from Thornton Rust to Carpley Green 

with Green ber Edge in mid distance.



Record Name: Images of Fremington 1: Fremington Edge, Solifluction Lobes below the Copperthwaite 

lead Vein. 
SWAAG ID Number: 799 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-10 14:37:06 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geomorphology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-04-08 
Location: Fremington Edge, Solifluction Lobes below  The Copperthwaite Lead Mine Scar. 
Civil Parish: Reeth 
British National Grid: SE 050 998 
Altitude: 400m-300m 
Geology: Complex landslips originating 400m AOD at kame terrace below a head wall on the Main 

Limestone Scar  at Fremington Edge.  
Description: This record shows two periglacial landslips or solifluction lobes, one more recent and 

prominent than the other which both originate from the unconsolidated glacial debris and kame terrace 

which once concealed the vertical limestone cliff face of the highest scar at Fremington Edge on the south 

eastern side of the workings on the Copperthwaite Vein above High Banks House. 

The more recent of the two landslips is readily visible on the photograph, Image No 1 taken at *10 from 

Reeth. Careful inspection of the photograph will show that this landslip cuts through an earlier landslip, 

the lower front edge of which survives at the the north west edge of the more recent slip. 
Dimensions: See photographs 
Additional Notes: The front of the more recent of the two landslips can be seen on photo  image 1 below 

the dry stone wall which marks the upper limit of the improved pastures just to the left of the long wall 

rising to Fremington Edge. The front edge of the landslip is very prominent at close hand and is shown on 

images 2 and 3. 

From visual inspection these landslips were single events and resulted from super-saturated glacial debris 

flowing as a liquid mass of rock debris and clay. 

The two landslips recorded here are large but by no means the largest of these spectacular landslip 

features to be seen on the slopes elsewwhere below Fremington Edge. 

An opportunity may exist to examine early organic deposits which survive below these landslips.  
Last Update: 2014-04-10 

 
Record Number 799 >>> Image 1: Landslip or solifluction lobe below Fremington Edge,  below the 



north western end of Jabz Cave Scar, seen from Reeth 

 
Record Number 799 >>> Image 2: Front of the landslip at close quarters 

 
Record Number 799 >>> Image 3: Front of the landslip at close quarters 



 
Record Number 799 >>> Image 4: Fremington Edge, with the chert quarries and the lead workings on 

Copperthwaite from Reeth. Landslips originate from glacial debris below the highest limestone Scar.



Record Name: Images of Fremington 2. Ant hills concentrated on steep slopes mark the presence of wind 

blown or reworked loessic soils.  
SWAAG ID Number: 800 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-11 14:37:13 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Geological Record 
Record Type: Geomorphology 
Site Access: Public Access Land 
Record Date: 2014-04-08 
Location: Fremington Edge, lower slopes east of Cuckoo Hill 
Civil Parish: Reeth 
British National Grid: NZ 041 001 
Altitude: 235m 
Geology: Loessic soils at base of scarp slope over glacial, solifluction and colluvial deposits. 
Description: Numbers of highly stabilised and vegetated ant hills distributed across this hillslope denote 

the presence of wind blown (Aeolian) silt or loess. The inhabitants of these ancient ant cities were in 

flight and enjoying the warm afternoon sun when these photos were taken on 08 April. However there 

was no sign of a flying ant when SWAAG walked by during sunless dull conditions on 09 April. 
Dimensions: See photgraphs 
Additional Notes: Loess or wind blown silt was deposited against steep slopes and in gullies during the 

immediate post glacial period when violent dust storms caused by cold catabatic winds blowing off the 

frozen ice on the higher ground deposited quantities of rock flour, the product of glacial erosion. These 

loessic soils would originally have been much more widespread but were subsequently readily eroded and 

washed downstream as river born silt to form the high riverbanks of the Lower Swale in the lowlands. 
Last Update: 2014-04-11 

 
Record Number 800 >>> Image 1: Ant hills on the lower slopes of Fremington Edge. 



 
Record Number 800 >>> Image 2: The presence of numbers of ancient ant hills like these denotes the 

light wind blown loessic soils that ants demand. Ants will not colonise heavy glacial clay soils. 

 
Record Number 800 >>> Image 3: These ant hills are immune to damage as this old rabbit hole indicates. 



 
Record Number 800 >>> Image 4: The loessic soil is pale yellow in colour and stone free.



Record Name: Images of Fremington 3: The Fremington Mine Level. Final workings commenced around 

1870 on the Copperthwaite Vein. 
SWAAG ID Number: 801 
Recorded Date: 2014-04-11 16:57:03 
Recorded by: Tim Laurie 
Category: Mining Related 
Record Type: Industrial Archaeology 
Site Access: Private 
Record Date: 2014-04-08 
Location: Fremington Edge, mid slope below the Copperthwaite Vein. 
Civil Parish: Reeth 
British National Grid: SE 04343 9993 
Altitude: 268m 
Geology: 'Slipped ground above the Five Yard Limestone' (Dunham and Wilson 1985, p.146).  
Description: the final exploratory level driven from SE0434 9998, 268m approximately 1000ft (305m) to 

find the Copperthwaite Vein below the levels previously worked.'The Copperthwaite Vein was then 

found by means of short south crosscuts and a further 91m drivage on the vein. This success however did 

not lead to a mine.'(Dunham and Wilson 1985, p.146).  
Additional Notes: The substantial twin spoil heaps of this, the final exploratory workings commenced 

around 1870 on the Copperthwaite Vein were prominent when seen by SWAAG Big Dig Walkers on 09 

April 2014 from the Low Lane Track to Fremington. See Image No 1.  
Last Update: 2014-04-13 

 
Record Number 801 >>> Image 1: The twin spoil heaps of the Fremington Mine which are the final 

exploratory lead mine workings on the Copperthwaite Vein are prominent above the western end of Low 

Lane 



 
Record Number 801 >>> Image 2:  

 
Record Number 801 >>> Image 3: This small level some 400m further west and close to the track at 

NZ04035 00119 was probably a failed exploratory level, with small shaft mound 50m upslope  



 
Record Number 801 >>> Image 4: The spoil heap and view down to the Settlement above Arkle Beck 

 
Record Number 801 >>> Image 5: The portal or entrance to the Level is obscured by thorn bushes 


